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WELCOME BACK
W
elcome to the 2021 Simsbury, Fly-In, Car Show
and Food Truck Festival! As it has been for so
many individuals and businesses, 2020 was an incredibly challenging year; for us it was no different but
thanks to the support of the community, we’re back
and ready to be Farmington Valley’s aviation gateway!
While a lot probably looks the same from 2019, there’s
one major change that’s not quite as visible, we are now
a 501(c)3 charitable organization! We’ve also changed
our name from Simsbury Flying Club to the Simsbury
Airport Association to better reflect our mission here
in the community. That means every single dollar you
donate at the gate is deductible on your taxes! If you’re
interested in making a larger donation ($100 or more),
come see us at the information booth at the FBO and
we can provide you with a donation receipt for your
taxes.
Our mission though, remains largely the same; the
preservation of aviation infrastructure in Connecticut,
enhancing aviation safety, and providing educational
opportunities throughout the year. Speaking of educational opportunities, be sure to visit the Future
Flyers of Connecticut booth and say hi to some of the
instructors. Future Flyers is the exclusive provider of
primary flight instruction at Simsbury Airport and
has given several aviators their start (including this
author!) Many graduates of Future Flyers have gone on
to have successful aviation careers in both the military
and the airlines.
Speaking of training, as an airport that’s open to
the public, Simsbury Airport is (Continued on page 3)

11

8:00 AM to 11:00 AM
9:00 AM to End of Day
9:00 AM to End of Day
9:00 AM to 12:30 PM
10:00 AM
10:00 AM
11:00 AM
11:15 AM
11:15 AM
11:00 AM to 5:00 PM
11:50 AM-12:20 PM
11:50 AM
12:00 PM
12:05 PM
12:20 PM
12:30 PM
12:45 PM
1:00 PM
1:00 PM
1:00 PM
1:15 PM
1:20 PM
1:30 PM
2:00 PM
3:00 PM to 5:00 PM
2

Breakfast (Food Trucks)
AT-6 Rides (except 11:50 - 12:20 PM) *
Helicopter Rides (except 11:50 - 12:20 PM) *
Aircraft and Car Judging
Seminar – FAA Air Traffic Controllers
Seminar - Car Restoration (1956 Continental/1932 Ford)
Yankee Clippers Formation Team Flight #1
Seminar – Car Restoration (1996 Impala / 1955 Chevrolet)
Seminar – AOPA Seminar: Flying Clubs
Lunch (Food Trucks)
Airport Closed to Aircraft Arrivals/Departures
Banner Tow Pickup Demo - Tower Energy/Simmons Aviation
LifeStar Medivac Helicopter Arrival and Static Display
Radio Control Model Aerobatics - North Runway
Airport Reopens for Aircraft Arrivals/Departures
Seminar - Learning to Fly
Gyrocopter Demonstration Flight
KMAX Helicopter Fire Fighting Demo
Aircraft Judging Results Announced
Seminar – Women in Aviation
LifeStar Departure
Yankee Clippers Formation Team Flight #2
Seminar – How I Designed and Built My Own Airplane
Car Judging Results Announced
Food Truck Festival continues to end of show

FOR A FULL SEMINAR SCHEDULE - VISITsimsburyairport.com
PAGE 10
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(Continued from Page 1 - Welcome Back)
also open and used by several first responder organizations such as the CT Army National Guard, CT State
Police, and the Civil Air Patrol for training and response. It is also always open to organizations like local
first responders to act as staging areas or to provide
a safe area for LifeStar to land to transport critically
injured patients. Be sure to say hi to the LifeStar crew
today when they arrive around noon (call permitting).
If you look at the runway and then all the way to the
right, they will be down at the South End to answer
your questions and offer a rare look at their amazing
helicopter!
Simsbury Airport is also home to other charitable
organizations such as the Experimental Aircraft Association Chapter 324. The local EAA Chapters consists
of pilots, students and aviation enthusiasts – who are
dedicated to growing participation in aviation through
sharing the Spirit of Aviation. This includes events
such as hosting Young Eagle events where local pilots
donate their time, plane and gas to give rides at no
cost to kids at 8-17 to help them spark their interest in

STEM fields and aviation. Participants get free aviation
ground school materials, learn about aircraft and how
they work and cap the day off with a flight with one of
the volunteer pilots.
Beyond that, Simsbury Airport preserves some
really beautiful open space and provide areas for local
residents to picnic, or as a good starting point to take
a bike ride on one of the many bike trails in the area.
During operating hours, bikers are free to come inside
and use the restrooms, grab some cold water and enjoy
the the peaceful and relaxing views here at Simsbury
Airport.
The most amazing part is we are able to do this with
absolutely zero tax dollars from federal, state or local
government. (Taxes are actually paid on the property
itself so it’s an even greater net positive to the town.)
The airport is entirely run by volunteers and is able to
stay open year round thanks to the generous donations
from people like you. So – from everyone here at Simsbury Airport, Thank You! We hope you have a high
flying day here at the Simsbury Fly-In!

FREE
SHIPPING!

MOST ORDERS
OVER $350 IN
LOWER 48 STATES
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Editors note: Each year, the Boy Scouts are absolutely critical to
the success of the Fly-In, managing the absolutely huge deluge of
parking traffic. They also errect many of the fences, roadside signage and much more required for the Fly-In. For their efforts, the
Boy Scouts take home half of all parking proceeds. This money
goes to fund their year round educational and growth orientated activites that help them learn critical skills and become well
rounded adults. Sometimes there are some amazing opportunities afforded them as a result of monies raised from their Fly-In
efforts like the trip below. So the next time you think about the
$10 you paid for parking, you can know it has helped a multitude of youth grow into the type of of adults you’re proud to have
as part of your community.

We’re pleased to support

Simsbury Fly-In,
Car Show &
Food Truck Festival
Count on the 160-year-old community bank that’s been serving
customers throughout the Farmington Valley for 50 years.

IN SIMSBURY AT 741 HOPMEADOW STREET
nwcommunitybank.com | collinsvillebank.com | litchfieldbancorp.com
Winsted 860-379-7561 | Torrington 860-482-3423 | New Hartford 860-693-8397
Avon 860-677-2809 | Granby 860-653-7228 | Simsbury 860-394-2310
Northwestern Regional High School Academic Branch, Winsted
Collinsville 860-693-5912 | Canton 860-693-6936 | Farmington 860-393-9200
Litchfield 860-567-9401 | Torrington 860-482-9707 | Lakeville 860-435-9828
Watertown 860-274-7467 | Washington Depot 860-868-7301
Member FDIC
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to 15,500 ft at Kibo Assault Hut - adjusting to the altitude
over the 5 days. Each day the group would climb for about
5-8 hours, developing their breathing to the ever-declining
oxygen content of the air. “This is a challenging environment” said Scoutmaster Brad Mead - the leader of the trip.
“We were the first American Scout Troop to climb Kilimanjaro in 2007 and we did it again in 2012, but both times
with groups about half the size of this year’s group. We were
delighted this year to also have with us 3 girls from the
first Scouts BSA Girls Troop to summit Kilimanjaro, Troop
1175.” (Continued next page)
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Scouts and parents left
Simsbury on July 26 to fly to
Africa to climb the highest mountain on the continent - Mt. Kilimanjaro in Tanzania. The trip was two
years in planning and began with a
non-stop flight from JFK to Nairobi,
Kenya. There the group transferred
to private buses to drive the six plus
hours to the base of the mountain
and the Marangu hotel - the oldest
climbing outfitter in Tanzania. After
two days of briefings and lectures on
first aid, high altitude climbing and
proper equipment use, the group
was introduced to its Tanzanian
Climb Support Group - 86 porters,
guides and cooks that would move
the two thousand pounds of gear up
the mountain needed to support the
climb.
The group took the Rongai trail,
a little used trail that winds up the
back side of Kilimanjaro going past
Mawenzie, the second, older volcano paired with Kilimanjaro. For 5
days the group moved through five
different climate zones created by
the largest free-standing mountain
in the world. Beginning at about
5,000 ft altitude the group moved up
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FLYING CLUBS
Own Your Aviation Journey
You’ve earned your pilot’s license—now what?
Join Steve Bateman and Drew Myers, the AOPA Foundation’s
Flying Clubs team, to learn how joining a flying club will help
you get the most out of your pilot’s license, share the cost
of ownership & operations, and take control of your aviation
journey alongside like-minded aviators.
youcanfly.aopa.org/flyingclubs
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Service, Accessories and Original Parts
for BMW, Mercedes-Benz and Porsche
Servicing All other European Marques

The Professional Car Care Experts
Jeff Welch

P: (860) 693-6383
F: (860) 693-4167

274 Albany Turnpike (Rte. 44)
Canton, CT 06019
theeurocar@aol.com
jeffrey.welch6@gmail.com

www.theeuropeancar.com

UV LIGHTING INACTIVATES

99.9% OF ALL PATHOGENS

UV TOTE

MOBILE
UV UNIT

WE ARE YOUR
COVID-19 LIGHTING SOLUTION+
We are your one-stop shop for Germicidal Lighting, UV Totes, Mobile UV lighting for Night-time
Sanitization, Air-Cleansing with Internal UV Lights and more! Beyond Lighting we have Touchless
Hand Sanitizer Stations (with Hand Sanitizer), Sneeze Guards, Desk Barriers and we are reviewing other
products as well. If you have a need we will source it for you!

UV LIGHTING

Call Trevor Mullane

774-245-4577
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HAND SANITIZER
PUMP STATION

SNEEZE GUARDS

Trevor.Mullane@CapitolLight.com

www.CapitolLight.com

(Boy Scouts - Kilimanjaro:
Continued from previous page)
On Summit day, the group was
awakened at 11 PM and after a small
meal of biscuits and tea, 14 guides
each took two climbers and began
the climb up the crater wall - a 4,000
ft vertical climb. The night was
perfect for climbing with no wind, a
million stars but cold - about 20 degrees F at the start. For 6 hours the
group moved in the dark up the side
of the mountain using only headlamps. The climb is not technical,
but the oxygen level keeps dropping
and the climbing is hard because of
the steep crater wall. Every climber
digs deep looking for the last bit
of energy to keep going. For many,
there is a pounding headache due to
the altitude.
Finally, at about 6 AM, just as the
sun started to come up, the group
was able to reach the summit at
Gilman’s Pt, the lowest part of the
crater rim. All of the hikers that set
out from Kibo Hut made it to the
summit, quite an accomplishment
considering the average summit
rate of 65-70%. The temperature
at the summit was 5 degrees F and
for many their water was starting
to freeze in their packs. The sun
rise was spectacular and for all but
two (who headed back down at that
point) the journey continued on
to Uhuru Peak, the highest part of
the crater, and another two hour
hike along the rim. There, for just a
minute, in the fullness of the sunrise, each climber got to stand as the
highest human in Africa at 19,341 ftoxygen level at 40% of sea level.
The Boys unfolded and flew the
Troop 175 Flag, led by Max Hollister with Eric Barch, Carson Boyko,
Charlie Brinegar, Joe Carollo, Cam
Delo, Luke Doskos, Dillon Hermsen, Patrick Long, Kyle Pilon, Chris
Reilly, Alex Stine, Bryce Tomasino,
Sean Vargas, Alejandro Vargas and
Lucus Watson.
The Girls, led by Kate Hollister,
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unfolded and flew the Troop 1175 Flag with Stella Perdikis and Teagan Reilly - the first Scouts BSA Girls Troop to
summit Kilimanjaro.
In addition to the Scouts, adults participating in the
climb were Chris Doskos, Todd Hollister, Valorie Hollister,
Dimitri Perdikis, Patty Reilly, Brian Tomasino, Armando
Vargas, Erin Vargas and Scoutmaster Mead.
The Head Guide, Charles, made sure that none of the
climbers were suffering from either High Altitude Pulmonary and/ or Cerebral Edema - life threatening conditions
that come with lack of oxygen. Oxygen bottles were available if necessary, but
not used. Nonetheless,
Charles made it clear
that 15 minutes at the
summit was all that he
would allow in order
to avoid these issues
and the group was sent
back down to Kibo Hut,
arriving about 11 AM
that morning. The day
was not done. After a
light lunch and 30 minute
rest, the climbers were
required to hike an additional 4 hours down to
12,000 ft and Horombo
hut for the night, arriving
about 4 PM. For many, it
would be the longest day
of their lives.
The next day, the
group hiked out the final
11.5 miles to the main
Marangu Gate and back
to the hotel for much
needed showers and rest.
The following morning the group began a
5 day safari that took
them from Lake Manyara National Park, to
the Ngorongoro Crater
and on to the Serengeti.
They even stopped for a
paleontology lecture at
Olduvai Gorge, where the
Leaky family unearthed
the oldest evidence of
human evolution in the
1930s. Finally, on August
9, all headed back to
Nairobi Airport for the
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15 hour flight back to JFK.
“We run these types of trips every summer for our older
scouts. We have taken them deep into the Amazon Jungle,
sailing down the Belize Reef, exploring through Thailand,
Rafting down the Zambezi River (Zambia Africa), SCUBA
diving in Honduras, sailing through the Greek islands, and
even a cultural expedition in Cuba,” said Scoutmaster Mead.
“Properly prepared, teenagers can do extraordinary things.
The Scouting BSA program provides those opportunities.”
The previous article was originally published in Boys Life
Magazine about our Kilimanjaro Trip in 2019.
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Seminars
VENUE A
FAA AIR TRAFFIC CONTROLLERS PRESENTATION

10:00

Ever wonder how the air traffic control system works? Here’s a presentation by our own
Bradley Airport Controllers that will appeal to the general public, as well as to describe ATC
procedures for pilots in the Bradley operations area.

AOPA - FLYING CLUBS: OWN YOUR AVIATION JOURNEY

11:30

How joining a flying club helps get the most from your pilot’s license, share costs, and take
control of your aviation journey alongside like-minded aviators. By Steve Bateman and
Drew Myers from AOPA

The NINETY-NINES WOMEN'S PILOT'S ASSOCIATION

1:00

Arriana Strand, a Ninety-Nine, and her mom Lori flies Arvy The Pelican to FL in the RV-12
that was built by students over three years as part of the EAA Chapter 27 “Teens to Flight”
program with Wilcox Tech in Meriden CT. Join us for this presentation on how women
pilots got involved in the rescue and how the students got to see their accomplishment fly a
special mission.

VENUE B
CAM JAMMERS - CAR RESTORATION SEMINAR 1

10:00

A presentation about the restoration of a 1956 Continental MK II, a 1932 Ford Pro Street
3-window Street Rod, and a 1932 Ford 5-window Coupe. Presented by their owners/restorers, and sponsored by the Cam Jammers Car Club. The actual cars will be on display

CAM JAMMERS - CAR RESTORATION SEMINAR 2

11:15

A presentation about the restoration of 1966 Impala and a 1955 Chevrolet. Presented by
their owners/restorers, and sponsored by the Cam Jammers Car Club. The actual cars will
be on display.

LEARNING TO FLY

12:30

This is for anyone who has ever thought of taking flying lessons. What’s involved in flight
training? What skills are necessary? What training happens in the airplane versus on the
ground? How much does it cost? How long does it take? Conducted by the exclusive
provider of flight training at Simsbury Airport, Future Flyers of CT.

HOW I DESIGNED AND BUILT MY OWN AIRPLANE

1:30
10

The story of an original airplane design by an amateur aeronautical engineer. It pioneered
several innovations that were later used on production airplanes.

simsburyairport.com

simsburyflyin.com
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DRONE
A

s a Part 107 (Commercial) certified drone pilot and
an airport manager, I have a bit of a unique perspective on drones and how they can operate safely around
manned aircraft. There’s the part of me that marvels at
how far the technology has come and frankly just has fun
observing the world from this hovering bird’s eye perspective. The other part of me is frankly terrified of the drone
operator who ignores the rules and puts people, maybe even
me, into harm’s way.
For those of you new to drones, the most common
question is what you’re supposed to do to be legal, and most
importantly safe. There are a couple different categories here
in terms of commercial pilots vs recreational pilots. Since
most people who are new to the hobby will fall into the
latter, we’ll focus on that. The first thing to consider is drone
selection. There are a few big manufacturers, the most well
known is DJI, but there are also ones such as Autel, Parrot
and Yuneec. Before you think about purchasing one of those
drones though, I’d strongly consider purchasing a cheap
(less than $100), lightweight drone.

We’re all in this together.
For nearly 200 years, Liberty Bank has been dedicated to helping
families throughout Connecticut. Today, we are reaffirming this
commitment by improving the lives of our customers, teammates
and communities for generations to come.
We are proud to support the 2021 Simsbury Fly-In, Car Show and
Food Truck Festival. When we work together, we build a stronger
community and provide more opportunities for families to thrive.

When you purchase a drone that weighs under .55lbs /
250g, it has a couple major advantages. First, the cost can
be much less than that of the larger, more capable drones.
Second, drones under .55 lbs / 250g do not have to be registered with the FAA. (https://faadronezone.faa.gov/) What’s
most important to know of all is, you will definitely crash it.
Whether it’s into a tree, or a house or your neighbors fence;
it will hit something, and it will probably break. The nice
thing is, those small drones are sometimes easy to repair,
with often plentiful spare parts. Plus, if you REALLY break
it, you’re not out the several hundred or even thousands of
dollars of the larger drones. Think of this as your training
drone to get a feel for the control scheme, how they generally handle, and just overall is just a great way to get practice.
Once you’ve mastered the tiny drone, then, and only then,
should you consider getting something larger. As far as
good small drones to consider, you may want to look at the
Holy Stone F181W or the Ryze Tello. Both are under 250g
and both are quite affordable. You won’t be doing
any stunning cinematography with these but they
are great training platforms.

101
In most parts of the country where someone might fly a
drone, the lowest manned aircraft will likely fly is 500 ft.
There are always exceptions to this like Class G airspace,
around airports, etc, but this is the result of wanting to keep
unmanned aircraft and manned aircraft separated vertically.
Keep your drone within sight. Many consumer and professional drones have the ability to transmit realtime video
well beyond the line of sight. Realistically, even someone
with the best vision isn’t going to be able to see their drone
much beyond a mile or so. While you may think it’s fine as
you can see where you’re going, think of it this way. Imagine
if you were driving your car, except you had to look through
a toilet paper roll tube, and you’re wearing earplugs so you
can’t hear anything. That’s the drone equivalent of piloting
your craft beyond your line of sight. You lose all situational
awareness. You don’t know if there’s a plane in the other 300
degrees of vision that you can’t look at, and you have no
sense of sound of what might be nearby in terms of hazards.
You can imagine trying driving like that in your car and
you’d rightfully be terrified. Just because you’re safe on the
ground doesn’t mean anyone in a manned aircraft is safe if
you’re basically flying blind.
Never fly near other aircraft, especially near airports. You
often hear about birdstrikes on commercial aircraft. It happens with smaller aircraft as well. In fact, there were 11,643
bird strikes reported in 2020; that’s over 30 a day. Those are
also aircraft vs creatures which are generally soft, can see
potential obstacles and move out of the way. They also move
against the background making them somewhat easier to
spot than a static object sometimes giving pilots a better
shot at dodging them as well. Now imagine an object just
floating there, made out of metal and plastic that is basically
blind and deaf and pit that vs an aircraft. You can imagine
how much harder they are to spot and how much greater
damage they can do. This is why there are altitude restrictions on drones. Additionally, while each airports landing
patterns vary, in general, for small airports, landing patterns
look like the diagram below. (Continued on page 38)

Now, before you get out there and fly, it’s important to know some of the limitations of how
and where you’re allowed to fly. This isn’t comprehensive but it’s a good starting point to understand what you should, and shouldn’t do.

liberty-bank.com
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Fly at or below 400 feet. While 400 ft can seem
somewhat arbitrary, the reason is fairly simple.

simsburyflyin.com
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(Continued from page 13 - Drone 101)
(Keep in mind, depending on the wind, the plane may fly
a loop on the other side of the airport.) If you’re within 2
miles of any airport, even a small one like Simsbury, you
should rethink flying a drone in that area at all.
Never fly over groups of people. The FAA makes a couple
exceptions for people directly participating in the operation
of the small unmanned aircraft; or located under a covered
structure or inside a stationary vehicle that can provide reasonable protection from a falling small unmanned aircraft.
The difference between drones and manned aircraft are that
in the event of engine/instrument failure on a manned aircraft, they can generally be piloted to an area of least danger.
Planes can glide. Helicopters can autorotate. Drones however, they just drop like a rock.

Be aware of airspace requirements. The easiest way to
make sure you’re flying safely when it comes to airspace is to
use something like www.airmap.com (or the corresponding
iOS/Android App). It not only allows you to see if you’re
flying in permitted airspace, but also allows you to make
the required reporting to airports if you’re flying near their
airspace. Keep in mind though, small airports like Simsbury
that are untowered don’t receive those reports which is why
it’s incredibly important to be sure wherever you’re flying
your drone won’t come into contact with regular aircraft.
You should also use aps like B4UFLY which is an official
app from the FAA with up to date airspace maps.
(Continued on page 17)

Never fly over stadiums or sports events. This kind of
goes without saying given the last rule. Groups of people
congregating in areas that are also likely to be overflown by
other aircraft (blimps, helicopters, camera planes, etc).
Never fly near emergency response efforts such as fires.
Once again, aircraft are likely to respond to emergencies like
forest fires. A drone in the area can prevent them from their
lifesaving efforts.
Never fly under the influence. This should need no explanation.

Keep ’Em Flying!
As our communities start to soar safely once more,
Westfield Bank is incredibly proud to sponsor the 2021
Simsbury Fly-In. Watching beautiful planes take to
the skies lifts all our spirits.
Visit any of our 25 convenient locations, including:
Bloomfield | 337 Cottage Grove Road
Enfield | 47 Palomba Drive
Granby | 10 Hartford Avenue
West Hartford | 977 Farmington Avenue

800.995.5734
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Stop in, vist us on the web or call today
and let us provide for your every automotive need.

SALE S • SERVICE • PARTS

SullivanAutomotive.com
4 CONVENIENT LOCATIONS

Northwest Hills

Northwest Hills

Chevrolet Buick GMC Cadillac

Chrysler Jeep Dodge Ram

(860) 482-0700
2065 East Main St.
Torrington,
CT
16
06790

(860) 482-0700
2033 East Main St.
Torrington, CT
06790

O’Neill’s

Sullivan Honda

06001

06790

Chevrolet Buick

Honda
(860) 677-1666
(860) 496-0077
5 West Main St.
45 Migeon Ave.
Avon, CT
Torrington, CT
simsburyairport.com

(Continued from page 15 - Drone 101)
Now that we’ve gotten the rules out of the way and you’ve
had a chance to practice with a smaller drone, it’s time
to look at some bigger drones. To be honest, I’m kind of
conflicted here in my recommendations. In terms of drones,
the best hardware out there is from DJI. The various types
of drones, their capabilities and to some extent their price
are all very impressive. Their service however, is patently
atrocious. Frankly, even with the horrible service, they’re
still your best bet. All of these drones weigh more than 250
grams / .55 lbs so they will need to be registered with the
FAA here: https://www.faa.gov/uas/getting_started/register_drone/

DJI Mavic Mini 2 ($449/$599)

Based on the popular DJI Mavic Pro line, this is a
scaled down version of the larger drone that is capable
of shooting in 4K on a 3-axis gimbal. It doesn’t have
the full sensor suite that a lot of it’s larger siblings have
but the obstacle avoidance sensors on the front and the
bottom will generally keep you out of most trouble you
may run into (although, like any drone, if you run it
fast enough at something, technology won’t save you.).
This is a great way to get into drones at a price that’s
not too crazy. DJI’s software is the best in the business

simsburyflyin.com

DJI Mavic Mini 2
so there’s quite a bit of value here. Get the Fly-More
combo with the extra batteries and other accessories,
you’ll just end up getting them anyways. Also at 249g it

just barely escapes having to be registered. (Full disclosure, I
own this drone and LOVE it.)

Parrot Anafi ($699)

Parrot has been in the drone game nearly as long as
DJI and the hardware platform is compelling. This
folding compact drone has all of the common features
you would expect out of a larger drone. That include a
large 3-axis gimbal with an impressive tilt range (90°
down to 90° up), 4K video recording, HRD video, impressive speeds, and is able to operate in some fairlyhigh wind conditions. (Continued on Page 19)
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DJI Mavic Air 2S ($999/$1299 Fly More Combo)

Autel EVO II 8K ($1495)
(Continued from Page 17 - Drones 101)
If you’re up to spending some serious cash, the Autel
EVO II and hte DJI Mavic Air 2S are the last stop before you get into professional drone territory. The fact
of the matter is these will generally give you professional results. I’m a big fan of the Mavic series as they
pack down incredibly small which makes them able to
fit in a backpack for hiking or just easy to take with you
whether it’s on vacation or just in the backyard but the
Autel is a worthy competitor and bests the DJI drones
in quite a few areas including image resolution and
battery life. These have a full sensor suite which will
help you from crashing it from just about any angle,
well over 20 minutes of battery life (assuming you’re
not racing around at full speed the entire time) and all
the video/photo options you could hope for. Unless

18
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you’re made of money, heed my words and
buy a cheap sub $150 drone first. The expensive drones
are rarely user serviceable and espensive to repair.
No matter what drone you end up deciding on, remember that it isn’t just a ticket to fun, adventure and
awesome YouTube/TikTok videos or Instagram photos,
but it’s a responsibility as well. Peoples lives depend on
you operating a drone responsibly. Just as you wouldn’t
drive on the wrong side of the road with a car or drink
and drive, following the drone rules of the road (or air
in this case) make it safe, fun and enjoyable for everyone up in the air. If you’re interested in getting your
commercial (Part 107) drone certificate so you can fly
drones for money, I highly recommend reaching out to
your local flight school for more information or go to
www.faa.gov/UAS
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THE AVENGERS
(NO NOT THOSE, THE OTHER ONES)

T
22 Waterville Road, Avon, CT

172 West Main St., Avon, CT

225 Hopmeadow St., Simsbury, CT

here is a colorful and fascinating history about the
Grumman TBM torpedo bombers that were seen
at the airport for many years after World War 2.
After the war, a number of surplus military aircraft
were sent to Simsbury Airport for sale by the Reconstruction Finance Corporation. These included C-47
transport planes (called DC-3’s in their civilian role),
Stearman biplane trainers, and nine Grumman TBM
Navy torpedo bombers. All the airplanes were sold or
moved away except for the TBM’s. As the years passed,
the TBM’s became something of a tourist attraction, as
described here by Dave Lindauer in an online recollection:
“When I was about 14 or 15, I would ride my bicycle
10 miles to Simsbury Airport to look at the last couple
of Simsbury Flying Service TBM’s. Previously there
had been something like 7 or 8 there, parked in a row
close to the main road. My dad used to slow way down
as we drove past so I could see them (Very exciting to a
blossoming warbird fan!) After pulling up on my bike,
the airport staff let me climb all over the last airframes
(engineless and wingless) with the restriction being

that I shouldn’t take or break anything, not touch any
of the other private airplanes and stay away from spinning propellers. How times have changed!”

Here’s the rest of the story. All of our TBM’s originated from the Royal Canadian Navy. They were purchased by the Simsbury Flying Service as war surplus.
Some were converted for use as crop spray airplanes by
installing a large tank in their torpedo bay. These were
used for pesticide spraying in 1958-1960 in Connecticut and Maine, then fell into disuse when pesticides
such as DDT were banned. A number of them were
eventually sold to warbird enthusiasts. A few were
simply left abandoned in place, picked over by souvenir hunters, and eventually hauled away as scrap.
Here’s an old photo of one of them from the Hartford
Courant. (Continued page 23)

The Office Green, 10 / 20 / 30 / 40 Tower Lane, Avon, CT

Testimonials
“Our Certified Public Accounting firm became tenants of ENE Realty Associates as a result of a merger which took place on January 1, 2018. We have served the Farmington Valley community for 75 years, and have never seen a property owner as attentive,
professional and courteous as ENE Realty Associates. The property our firm leases from ENE Realty Associates is well-maintained
and consistently updated to professional and technological standards.”
David J. Ledas, CPA, Senior Partner, Palmer Latko Ledas Page

TOP: Photo of one of
the last TBM Avengers before they were
hauled away.

“We have been tenants of ENE Realty for almost 20 years and have been pleased with our relationship for the entire time. Ed
Queirolo and his staff have been super. Always available to assist us. Quick responders to any problems or questions. Available to
give a helping hand if we need furniture or other items moved. Ed is an on-site, hands-on owner manager. He takes pride in the
buildings and it shows. He is approachable and wants his tenants to have a good experience in his buildings. Outstanding landlord.”

BOTTOM: TBM
Avenger N65830
which continues to
live on with the
Commemerative Air
Force in Texas

Tim McCarthy, CPA/PFS, CLU, US Wealth Famington Valley

Ed Queirolo 860-559-2325 ed@enerealtyassociates.com
30 Tower Lane, Avon, CT 06001 860-676-2178
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Happiness is...

Your Safety.
What’s more important than a lifestyle

you love? Your safety. Your time. Your

peace of mind. For you and your family.
The HomeSafe™ system is activated
by an easily recognizable button on

top of the cockpit instrument panel. In
the event of pilot incapacitation, the
HomeSafe™ emergency autoland

system will assume control and fly
the aircraft and its occupants to a
safe landing.

Contact the TBM Experts at 800-575-5001.
TBMSales@columbiaaircraftsales.com

Purveyors of New and Select Preowned Aircraft
Exclusive Distributor Mid-Atlantic, New England and
Eastern Canada

www.columbiaaircraftsales.com

22

simsburyairport.com

(TBM Avengers - Continued
from Page 21)
The history of those that were
sold is colorful and often tragic.
Two of them were fully restored
and appeared in Steven Spielburg’s movie “Close Encounters Of The Third Kind.” One
was purchased by Len Tanner,
moved to Florida, and eventually destroyed by fire. Another
was bought by Richard Foote,
a well-known aircraft restorer
who had converted several AT-6
training planes to look like
Japanese airplanes for use in the
movie “Pearl Harbor.” The Foote
airplane was destroyed in a crash
near Danielson, CT., in 1986.
Pilot Merrill McBride was
killed in another of the TBM’s
when it crashed in 1974. Another TBM, N65860D, was sold,
placed in storage for years, and
restored to flying status but then
crashed and burned in Newfoundland in 1969.
The most successful outcome
was with TBM N6583D. Prior
to its retirement from the Canadian Navy, this airplane was part
of the Fly-By at the Royal Navy
review celebrating the coronation
of Queen Elizabeth II. In 1970,
this aircraft was acquired by
the Commemorative Air Force,
moved to Texas, and fully restored. It remains in flying condition, and often appears at air
shows around the country. Former President George H.W. Bush
put his signature on the cargo
door of this airplane to memorialize his WW2 episode in which
he was shot down while flying a
TBM. Here’s how this airplane
looks today. (Upper Right)
These airplanes are just one
part of the Simsbury Airport legacy. There’s a lot of history here.

simsburyflyin.com

Full Service FBO, FAA Approved Airplane & Helicopter Flight Training
Airplane & Helicopter Scenic Flights, Aircraft Rental/Leasing/Management
Complete Maintenance/Parts, Aircraft Tie-down and Hangar Storage
Cirrus Charter Service also available through our sister company,
New England Aviation Air Charters, LLC, give us a call to inquire!
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ABOUT SCOUT TROOPS 175 & 1175
B
oy Scout Troop 175 is the largest Troop in Ct(90) and
takes it Scouts all over the world. In addition to the
regular Scout Activities of learning knots and building
fires. Troop 175 teaches its boys advanced survival training
which includes mountain climbing, Scuba Diving , kayaking and traveling through the wilderness with nothing but
a knife and the clothes that they wear.
In 2013 the National Scout Organization named Troop
175 one of the top 55 troops in the country – out of 44,000.
In addition two years ago Troop 175 started a Girls Troop1175 and they are now the largest Girls troop in the state as
well.(18)
Our Scouts have traveled all over the world and have
done expeditions to the Amazon Jungle, climbed in Alaska,
rafted down the Zambezi River in Africa, Sailed through
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the Thailand Islands,the Greek islands and the Caribbean
Islands. We have explored the Belize reefs, scuba dived in
Honduras, brought Scouting back to Cuba, and Climbed
Mt Kilimanjaro(19,341 ft) on three different climbing
trips. This last month we self sailed two ocean Catamarans
down the Coast of Croatia. We have canoed in Canada and
Maine and hold the youth group record for the Presidential
Traverse through the White Mountains in NH. That route
entails climbing 9 peaks, 24 miles and 8,500 ft of altitude –
all in 13 hours and 15 minutes.
If you are looking for adventure please come join in the
fun. Boys and girls 11 – 17 are welcome. To get our schedule
email bradmead@deltanow.com or call Brad Mead at 860614-1484.
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Car Insurance
Written by Samuel Langdon

W

e love our cars right? So we put a lot of time an
effort into having them just the way we want them.
Even if it isn’t a show piece, and it’s your “to and from car”,
you still try to treat it well so that you’ll have it for a long
time. But what about the day that we’re in our beloved
ride and things are just not going the way that we want it
to? Are you ready?
What we will go over today are two arenas of “insurance”.
The first will be “car insurance” and no, not the kind that
you hate paying every month; the kind that keeps your car
doing what it needs to in an emergency. The second will
be what can be described as “life insurance”, or things that
you will want to have in your car, should “life” happen.









spare does you no good. These canisters serve as a short
term answer to get you to a place where a more long term
repair can be found.

Jumper Cables: On this item, don’t skimp! Cheap cables provide cheap performance, and you don’t want to be
dealing with that in an already bad situation.
Fire Extinguisher: A car portable ABC Fire Extin-

Tool Kit: These will vary in need from vehicle to vehicle.
But you can never go wrong by grabbing a small zippered
bag and taking a trip (Continued next page)

CELEBRATING 92 YEARS OF
PROVIDING QUALITY SERVICE

Thank you for your loyalty, trust and commitment
Commercial and Residential Recycling and Rubbish
Removal
Open Top Containers for Construction Projects and
Household Clean-outs

Beacon Mechanical Service is your local
heating, cooling, plumbing and fuel oil
delivery company.
Family owned & operated!
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Flat inflation canister: If you blow two tires, the

Spare tire and Jack: most cars come with this, but are

All the Service YOU Need!


it for a buddy, did we put it back? When was that last time
you checked the air in the spare? These are things you
need to be sure of BEFORE you need them.

For the car: Now we start in on what we want to have in
they there now? The day that we took the jack out to use

Installations
Annual Maintenance
24 / 7 Emergency Service
Oil, Natural Gas, Propane
Equipment
Full Plumbing Service
Well Pump Service
Fuel Oil Delivery
Oil Price Posted On-line Daily!
FREE Estimates

*THE REAL KIND

guisher may mean the difference between a little damage
and a total loss. These are not very big, and when you
need one, you will be glad you have it.

the vehicle, for the vehicle:



*

“BECAUSE SERVICE MATTERS”

office@painesinc.com www.painesinc.com
(860) 844-3000
S1-0397099 / P1-203890
/ HOD - 0000787
simsburyairport.com

simsburyflyin.com
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(Continued from page 27 - Car Insurance) through the $3
aisle of your local hardware store. Get some Screwdrivers,
Wrenches, Gloves, Duct Tape, Vise Grips, Multi tool, lighters, Etc.; if in your head you think “I could use that.” Get it!

Folding Shovel: In case you literally need to dig yourself
out of a lousy situation. The foldable models are compact
and relatively inexpensive.

Tow Rope: Specifically made to be a tow rope. There are

several models out there, and it should be at a minimum
something with a 6000 pound test.

Road Flares: If your car totally goes out on you at night,
it is a hazard and you will need to be able to be seen. They
are also a good source of light in a pitch black environment.
Flashlights: Yes plural, flashlights. Have a few inexpensive ones handy so that you can illuminate your situation.
*NOTE* yes, in 2021 we all have an flashlight on our phone,
but you will need your phone to be a phone, and we don’t
need to be draining down the battery. Get some flashlights.
For you: In full disclosure, the part of your “car kit” that

is tailored to the driver is a very personal and customizable
unit, this list is by no means all inclusive (nor is the auto
specific kit). However, here are some constants that should
be found in ANY car kit.
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Food and Water: At least one gallon of water should be

kept in the car at all times, more if you can spare the space.
For food, high calorie, low mass items like power bars work
very well, especially if you will be stuck in the car for an
extended period of time, or will need to walk a substantial
distance from the car.

Heavy Duty Rain Poncho: A poncho will keep you dry

in wet weather, and that’s really just the beginning of what it
can do. A poncho can be used as a tarp, a blanked insulator,
a water cistern, and many, many other items. Heck for as
inexpensive as they are, get two!

Overnight Bag: Should you find yourself in a situation

where you will be away from the house for 24 hours, having
a bag with a clean change of clothes is one less thing you
will have to worry about. To include full seasonal clothing, socks, underwear, long and short sleeve shirt, sweater,
pants, toothbrush, toothpaste, small soap, small towel.
NOTE: The overnight bag is a single person item. If you
have kids or a spouse, they need their own.

Protection from the Elements: An old jacket, hat, and
gloves should have a home in the vehicle year round. They
do not have to be fashionable, but they should be sturdy
(Continued page 31)
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(Continued from page 28 - Car Insurance) and able to
provide protection from environmental elements you
may have to face.

Blanket or Sleeping Bag: Face it; you may get

stuck in the car overnight. A blanket or sleeping bag is
more than just a comfort item, it will keep your body
from burning needed calories keeping you warm,
and may also mean the difference between suffering
climate related injuries or not.

First Aid Kit: Band aids, antibiotic ointment, etc.
Trauma Kit: NOTE: Traditional “first aid” kits

containing bacitracin, alcohol wipes, and band-aids
are for scraped knees and paper cuts, NOT serious
car crash injuries. Should the worst happen and
medical attention is needed, remember that emergency responders are still several minutes away. When
seconds count, you are ahead of the curve if you have
the means to deal with the emergency NOW. A small
TRAUMA KIT should at a minimum contain:
Two large (4.5”x3.1 yard) rolls of 8-ply gauze bandages. These can be used to pack or wrap a wound,
and can also be twisted into make shift bindings for a
splint.
Self-adherent wrap (cohesive bandage). This is a medical “tape” that adheres to itself and does not rely on
an adhesive agent to stay bonded to itself. If can also
be used to apply pressure to a wound if applied tightly.
(Continued page 33)

30

simsburyairport.com

simsburyflyin.com

31

SUBURBAN

SANITATION

The Specialists in Portable Sanitation

(Continued from page 31 - Car Insurance)
Modern Tourniquet. The tourniquet has been modernized, and companies make a quick application tourniquet
that is actively being issued by the military. These can be
used and remain on a limb for an incredibly long time
before causing damage (and let’s not forget that the alternative may be bleeding to death).
Pain Medication. To put it bluntly, if you decide that you
are too hurt to move, you’re not going to make it. In a
situation such as this you have no option but to get in gear
and do what needs to be done to survive, injured or not.
A few ibuprofen may mean the difference in your ability to go a mile or two further, which in turn may be the
distance between rescued or dead.
SPECIAL CONSIDERATION: Do you take specific medication? Is there an emergency supply in your kit? How
long can you go without it? If you take medication, you
should have enough in your pack to last you several days.
This supply should be not touched unless the emergency
has presented itself, and should be cycled regularly so that
you are not stuck with expired medication when you may
need it most.
So there you have it; a quick list of bare minimum
equipment you will need just to keep your head above

OHTM_SimsburyAirAuto_7.5x5_080818_Layout 1 8/8/18 4:54 PM Page 1

water in an emergency. A little bit of research may lead
you to include other things, and the sky is the limit.
On the note of research, knowledge is priceless
and weighs nothing. Take some time to learn things that
will help you out in emergency situations, and you will
stand a better chance. If you already own a pre-made car
kit, have you opened it up and looked at what’s in it? Is it
everything you need? Is there extra stuff you don’t? Do
you know how to change a tire? Do you know how to
safely use a road flare? The
time to learn these things is
not during the emergency!
However, it has
been proven that if YOU
ARE CONFIDENT IN
YOUR ABILITIES AND
BELIEVE YOU WILL
SUCCEED, then you will
likely prove yourself right,
and live to tell about it. That Sammy Langdon is a
being said, NOW is the time former 11B (Infantryman)
to get ready, because it’s too in the 82nd Airborne and
late to start planning for an is the BLET Sergeant for
emergency when it’s already the Winston-Salem Police
Department.
happening.
panda

VISIT TO
DAY!
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Surburban provides portable restroom
trailers as comfortable as bathrooms in
your own home.
Features include:
• Roomy interiors.
• Fully enclosed stall with
porcelain flushing toilets.
• Vanities with mirrors.
• Hands-free sinks with
cold running water.

Suburban provides portable
restrooms throughout Connecticut

• Wall-hung porcelain urinals
with privacy screens.
• Lighting.
• Heating and air conditioning.
• Stereo / CD sound systems.
• Can provide attendants, if
needed.

860-673-3078 or 1-800-899-4337
www.subsanserv.com

Ignite Your Imagination!
With stunning exhibit halls and a full
event season, the Museum has been a
popular destination for families and
enthusiasts for over 40 years!

Explore the 2019
Event Season:
owlshead.org/events

OPEN DAILY, YEAR-ROUND 117 Museum Street, Owls Head, ME (207) 594-4418
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FOOD TRUCKS & EVENT EXHIBITORS

Univair Has Parts For
Your Classic GA Aircraft

SNKC Food Vending
Kettle Corn, Lemonade

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Classic Cuisine

Baked Potatoes, Tator Tots, Breakfast
Sandwiches

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Fair People’s Onion Rings

Univair Aircraft Corporation has been a manufacturer and supplier of
quality aircraft parts and supplies for General Aviation since 1946. Our goal
is to keep the older models and “Classic” aircraft in the air. To accomplish this
goal, we have one of the largest production facilities outside of the current
model airframe manufacturers. In our 75 year history, we have evolved into
the largest manufacturer and supplier of classic aircraft parts and supplies in the
world through our manufacturing, distribution, and publishing divisions.

Fresh Cut French Fries, Onion Rings
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Low n Slow Catering

Pulled Pork, Mac n Cheese, Pulled Chicken
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Deb’s Cafe

Chicken Tenders & Fries, Fried Oreos/
Pickles/Cheesecake/Mozzerrella Sticks
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

The Taco Shack

Tacos, Rice Bowls, Churros

Aeronca • Cessna • Ercoupe • Luscombe • Mooney • Piper • Stinson • Taylorcraft

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Authentic Poutine - Poutine
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

NEED HELP? Call our knowledgeable sales team and we’ll find the parts you need!

Xtreme Fried Dough

Fried Dough, Fried Oreo’s, Fried Bananas
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Toll Free Sales: 1-888-433-5433
Shop Online: www.univair.com

AIRCRAFT CORPORATION

2500 Himalaya Road • Aurora, CO • 80011-8156
Info Phone ................................ 303-375-8882
Fax .................800-457-7811 or 303-375-8888
Email .....................................info@univair.com

FREE
FREE CATALOG
CATALOG

FREE
FREE SHIPPING
SHIPPING

Visit our website to
order your free Univair
catalog. Foreign orders

Free shipping or
freight on qualifying
orders. See our
website for details.

pay postage.

Smash Brothers Concessions
Sausage Grinders, Hot Dogs and Burgers
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Get Roasted, LLC

Street Corn, Corn on the cob, Corn bowls
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Hot Apple Buns

Cinnamon Buns, Coffee, Tea, Cider
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Ultimate Sundae

Soft Serve Ice Cream, Cones, Cups,
Floats, Sundaes

ALL MERCHANDISE IS SOLD F.O.B., AURORA, CO • PRICE AND AVAILABILITY SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE • 07-01-21

43rd Aviation Flying Club
99’s
AOPA
Aquiline Drones
Auto Attic
BMI
Central Ct. RC Club
Cirrus Aircraft
Connecticut ANG
Cubcrafters
Doug’s Creations
Evans Cooling
FAA/ATC Bradley
Friends of Granby Wild Flower Meadow
Future Flyers of CT
Granby Grunts High School Robotic Team
Gyro Revolution
HAM Radio Operators
Huntington Learning Center
ICON A5
Interstate Aviation
Kaman Corporation
Learn 2 Fly CT
Make A Deal Now
Mitchell Auto Group
New Country Motors

New England Air Museum
New York Life Insurance Co.
Newtown Lions Club
Northwest Community Bank
ONEHOPE Wine
Peoples Products
Pipistrel Aircraft
Pro and Local Detailinng
Protectors of Animals
Radio 104/102.9 - The Whale (WDRC)
Reliatex of CT, Ltd.
Renewal by Anderson
Simmons Aviation
Simsbury Public Library
State Farm Insurance - Rana Morton
Sullivan Auto
Talcott MT. Science Center
The Bicycle Cellar
The Yoga Shop
Tower Energy
United Ag & Turf
Valenti
Villari’s Martial Arts Center
We Adopt Greyhounds
Westfield Bank
Yankee Helicopters at Interstate Aviation

SIMSCROFT is Grounded on
Quality, Safety & Service.

Solutions and services for your World.

Site Excavation, Road &
Utility Construction
860-651-0231
simscroft.com
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Discover our fuel and service solutions
aces@wfscorp.com
wfscorp.com/aviation

From reliable fuel delivery and faster payments with card programs and processing, to providing state-of-theart global trip support, World Fuel Services has the breadth to work as a true partner by developing solutions
created specifically for you.
Whether we’re helping customers meet operational performance goals, or investing in facilities to help drive
growth, we’re able to deliver the customized solutions you need.
Contact us, and meet the aviation solutions provider who understands your World.
Fuel | Trip Support | Card and Rewards | Technology | Logistics | Marketing

WFS_Simsbury_7.5x4.75.indd 1

simsburyflyin.com

6/25/2019 1:12:01 PM

35

JUST PLANE FUNNY
Will invisible airplanes ever be a thing?
I just can’t see them taking off.
What is the difference between God and an airline pilot?
God doesn’t think he’s an airline pilot.


   
  

What did the Klingon say to the flight attendant?
“Today is a good day to fly.”
What did the football player say to the flight attendant?
“Put me in coach.”

“Powering Through Diverse Construction Projects With Integrity…..”
US Builders Review 2014
161 Storrs Road, Mansfield Center, CT 06250 860-456-3221
WWW.ZLOTNICKCONSTRUCTION.COM
AN AFFIRMATIVE ACTION/ EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER/ DAS CERTIFIED “SBE”

A man walks up to the counter at the airport.
“Can I help you?” asks the agent.
“I want a roundtrip ticket,” says the man.
“Where to?” asks the agent.
“Right back to here,” he replies.
How often do airplanes crash?
Just once.
What do you call the Swiss president’s airplane?
Tobler One.
What’s the difference between an optimist and a pessimist?
An optimist created the airplane; a pessimist created the seatbelts.

860-413-3533
541 Salmon Brook Street
Granby, CT 06035

     

Achieve Peak Performance
RF to Millimeter Wave

FPGAs, SoCs, MMICs, GaN Power Transistors, Diodes...

www.microsemi.com
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THE

ELECTRIC
REVOLUTION

H

ow things change! First there was Ben Franklin and
his kite, then electric light bulbs, later came electric
washing machines, more recently electronic devices like
computers and iPhones, and now electric cars. What could
be next? The answer: electric-powered airplanes.
There is a not-so-quiet revolution coming, and it will
affect the way we fly. As you read this, there are literally
dozens of start-up companies working to perfect the use
of electric power for aircraft. Some of those airplanes are
actually in production. Many more are on the way towards
certification. They range from small two seat training
planes, to aircraft that are similar to helicopters, up to very
large airliners capable of carrying hundreds of passengers.
There are good reasons why this is happening. Fossil fuels are increasingly costly and sometimes scarce. Warnings
about global warming are being taken more seriously. And
battery technology is improving at a rapid rate.
Great strides have been made in reducing harmful emissions from automobiles. Many of us now drive hybrid cars,

or even the new all-electric ones. Most of the auto makers
will be converting to all-electric cars in the next decade.
But little has been done to reduce the carbon footprint from
aircraft. Airplanes still rely on propulsion systems invented many decades ago. They depend on fossil fuels such
as gasoline and kerosene. Aircraft engines are noisy and
inefficient. They are mechanically complex and expensive
to manufacture.
On the other hand, electric motors are simple devices
with few moving parts. They have been perfected over
more than a century, produce excellent power, and last for
many years with little or no servicing. They are extremely
quiet. And, of course, they produce zero emissions.
Electric motors would have been used in airplanes long
ago except for the fact that batteries weigh a great deal, are
expensive, and are unable to store enough energy for long
flights. But that is changing. The demand for lighter and
more efficient batteries is resulting in a revolution in battery
technology. (Continued next page)

Keep ’Em Flying!
As our communities start to soar safely once more,
Westfield Bank is incredibly proud to sponsor the 2021
Simsbury Fly-In. Watching beautiful planes take to
the skies lifts all our spirits.
Visit any of our 25 convenient locations, including:
Bloomfield | 337 Cottage Grove Road
Enfield | 47 Palomba Drive
Granby | 10 Hartford Avenue
West Hartford | 977 Farmington Avenue

800.995.5734

38

simsburyairport.com

n

simsburyflyin.com

westfieldbank.com

Member

FDIC

39

(Continued from previous page - Electric Revolution)
Batteries are rapidly becoming lighter. They can provide
power for longer periods. Coupled with new kinds of solar
cells, they can be more efficiently recharged. The stage is set
for a revolution. A multi-million dollar race is under way to
design airplanes powered by electricity.
Some of these are small general aviation airplanes like the
Pipestrel Alpha Electro, an electric-powered version of an
existing gasoline-engined airplane. It climbs at 1,000 ft per
minute, with a top speed of 115 mph. At present, its flight
time is limited to about one hour plus 30 minutes of reserve,
but it can be recharged in
45 minutes, or its battery
replaced in 5 minutes. This
kind of performance is
perfectly adequate for flight
training.
Simply replacing a piston
engine with an electric motor is the first evolutionary
step. The next step, already
well under way, is to design
airplanes that are different – sometimes radically so – from
the piston and jet powered we know them today, and that
take advantage of the potential of electric propulsion.
Some designers are focusing on aircraft that land and
take off vertically. They require no runway, and will be use-

Signature Flight Support Bradley
is a proud supporter of the
2021 Simsbury Fly-In.

ful in travel between the centers of cities, or from places that
have no airport. Their engines can point straight up to provide lift for takeoff, then rotate to provide forward thrust.
In effect, they can convert from operating like a helicopter
to flying like a regular airplane. One such example is this
design being perfected by the Vertical Aerospace company.
Others are creating flying machines that look like today’s
small drones, with multiple electric-powered rotors providing lift like helicopters. This is the two-seat Volocopter
by eVolo, which has 18 electric motors and upward-facing
propellers.
Most radical of all are very large airplanes, powered entirely by electricity rather than jet engines, capable of carrying hundreds of passengers for thousands of miles. Airbus,
one of the world’s largest producer of airliners, is working
on an all-electric
model that they
hope will eventually
replace their regular
passenger jets.
It is almost certain
that electric power
will dominate aviation, and sooner that
most people realize.
Come back to our show in, say, ten years. It is likely that
many of the airplanes you see here will be all-electric.

Discover the Difference…

New Country Motor Cars Mercedes-Benz/Sprinter
One Weston Street • Hartford, CT 06120
(860) 278-2000
www.newcountry.com
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Learn more at signatureflight.com
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TODAY’S ATTRACTIONS
YANKEE HELICOPTERS - HELICOPTER RIDES
Yankee Helicopters from Interstate Aviation is offering scenic rides in their Robinson
R44 helicopters at today’s event. Follow the signs towards the south end of the runway
to book your ride today!

SIMMONS AVIATION - AT-6 RIDES
Simmons Aviation will offer rides in their AT-6 World War II trainer. Most cadets received their advanced training in airplanes like this. The Texan, as it was known, has
a top speed of 208 mph, and is powered by a 600 horsepower Pratt and Whitney Wasp
engine, made in East Hartford, CT. See the Event Map for its location.

LIFESTAR

PHOTO CREDIT: PAUL CHAPMAN

The Life Star critical care helicopter makes its annual visit to our event, and will be open
for inspection and discussions with the crew. There are 3 Life Star helicopters, all built by
American Eurocopter: Life Stars 1 & 2 are EC-145s and Life Star 3 is an EC-135.
Stop and say hello to the folks who provide this great service to our community!

CENTRAL CT RADIO CONTROL CLUB
We welcome back members of the Central Connecticut Radio Control Club to give a demonstration of aerobatic RC flying during our noon-time hour. You’ll be amazed at the maneuvers these small aircraft can perform and the piloting skills that are required. Stop by their
exhibit to see their aircraft and talk with their pilots.

SIMMONS AVIATION/TOWER ENERGY - BANNER TOW
When you’re at the beach, you’ll often see a small airplane towing an advertising banner.
Today you’ll see a rare demonstration of a banner pickup and drop-off, sponsored by Simmons Aviation and Tower Energy. Lots of piloting skill is required as the tow plane tries to
snag the banner, suspended between two poles, and then zooms skyward.

YANKEE CLIPPERS
We are glad to bring back the Yankee Clippers to provide us with another exciting demonstration of military-style formation flying. The Clippers are John Doran, a former Navy F-14
Tomcat pilot, flying his RV-4; Scott Jordan, a former B-1 bomber pilot with his RV-8; Dave
Rogers flying his RV-8; and Andy Olech with his RV-7.

CT ARMY NATIONAL GUARD
Established in 1636, the Army National Guard is the oldest component of the U.S. Armed Forces
and serves as the primary combat reserve of the U.S. Army. The Army National Guard is
governor-responsive and ready to defend the homeland anytime and anywhere. We welcome these
hometown heros with their Blackhawk helicopter on display!

KAMAN K-MAX FIREFIGHTING DEMO
Conceived and designed to perform repetitive external lifting, the K-MAX aerial truck performs these
missions better than any other helicopter in the world. The single-engine, single-seat K-MAX is a
rugged workhorse used globally for critical repetitive lifting, disaster response, and search and rescue
operations. We’re excited and thankful to see them demonstrate it’s firefighting capabilities today.

GYRO REVOLUTION HELICOPTER
More James Bond than General Aviation, these amazing craft are part helicopter, part airplane and but all amazing. We welcome Gyro Revolution as they demonstrate the capabilities of this amazing aircraft
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Simsbury Airport Through The Years

1934

1951

1965

1985

1990

1995

SPECIAL THANKS

Air Traffic Controllers - Bradley Int’l Airport
AMP Radio Network - AMPRADIONETWORK.com
Autobon
Cam Jammers Car Club
Civil Air Patrol 169th, 103rd,
Composite and Royal Charter Squadrons
Connecticut Army National Guard
Drakeville Volunteer Fire Department
EAA Chapters 324
FAA & The Windsor Locks FSDO
Goulet Printery & The Entire Goulet Family
Harvest Cafe & Bakery
Jersey Mike’s
John Morici - Biznuzz Internet Solutions
Kaman Corporation
LifeStar & Hartford Hospital
Microsemi
Muscical Performers - “The Jolly Beggars”
Police - East Granby, Granby & Simsbury
Scout Troops 175 & 1175
Simsbury EMS / Fire Marshall
Simsbury Volunteer Fire Department
Town of Simsbury, East Granby & Granby
United Ag & Turf
WDRC/Radio 104 - Media Sponsor
Yankee Clippers Formation Flying Team
AND OF COURSE ALL OUR VOLUNTEERS!!!
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EVENT SPONSORS
Big Y Supermarkets - Platinum
Cambridge Brew Pub - Platinum
Liberty Bank - Platinum
Lightspeed Aviation - Platinum
New England Air Museum - Platinum
Northwest Community Bank - Platinum
Radio 104 / WDRC The Whale - Platinum
Squadron Capital - Platinum
Sullivan Auto Group - Platinum
Westfield Bank - Platinum
AOPA - Gold
Binuzz - Gold
Capitol Light - Gold
Grasshelper - Gold
Signature Flight Service - Gold
Sutton James Insurance - Gold
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ADVERTISER INDEX

AETNA
Aircraft Spruce
AMP Radio
Antonio’s Restaurant
AOPA
Beacon Mechanical
Big Y
Biznuzz
BMI
Cambridge Brew House
Cape Cod Fence
Capitol Light
Cirrus
Columbia Air
Ed The Treeman
Edward Jones
ENE Realty
Evans Automotive
Fire & Ice
Grasshelper
Interstate Aviation
Jersey Mike’s
Learn 2 Fly CT
Lee Brown Co.
Liberty Bank
Lightspeed
McLean
Microsemi
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Mitchell Auto Group
NAPA
New Country Motor Cars
New England Air Museum
Northwest Community Bank
Owls Head Transportation Museum
Paines
Pipistrel
RAMCO
Rt. 10 Tire
Sensenich
Signature Flight Support
Simmons Aviation
Simscroft Echo
Squadron Capital
State Farm
Suburban Sanitation
Sullivan’s Northwest Hills
Sutton James Insurance
The European Car
United Ag & Turf
Univair
Valenti Automotive
Welden Hardware
Westfield Bank
Windsor Federal
Wolf Luxury Car Rental
World Fuel
Zlotnick Construction

44
27
40
INSIDE COVER
6
33
27
25
31
51
19
41
51
34
18
53
32
16
48
8
14
34
11, 38
52
15
31
28
35
36

Anticipation is The
BUILDING
Goodrich, Opening 2022

The expansion of The Village at McLean is taking shape, and our 125-acre
campus is brimming with excitement.
Our new Goodrich building will usher in a transformative era of inspired senior
living. A beautiful new look and first-class amenities are only the beginning.
Each day will bring opportunities for wellness, including a state-of-the-art
fitness center, performing arts theater and gourmet dining.

75 Great Pond Road
Simsbury, CT 06070
ExploreMcLean.org

Call 860-658-3786 today to schedule a tour!
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WE ARE PROUD TO
SUPPORT THE

A CONNECTICUT
SUCCESS STORY

Simsbury Fly-In
Aviation insurance is all we do.
Contact Caitlyn Jones-Henry
to discuss your aviation insurance needs.
email: cjones-henry@suttonjames.com
call: 860-249-8066

100 Lindbergh Drive, Hartford, CT 06114
www.suttonjames.com | 860-249-8066

IT & Internet Services

Proud Supporter of GA
Business Telephone Systems · Network Support · Preventive Care
Offsite Data Backup · 24/7 Monitoring · System Security
Managed Servers · Email Solutions · Website Design
www.biznuzz.com
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(800) 448.7531
simsburyairport.com

Note: Several quotes were taken as excerpts from a great YouTube video that details the early history of KAMAN helicopters.
It’s worth a watch! https://youtu.be/Iw6SB7jDnDo

J

ust for a moment, I want you to imagine a Cadillac
Escalade, including what I would imagine would
be a rather terrified driver, dangling mid-air, as if
held aloft by Superman, right above your head. That
is roughly the weight that K-Max (K-1200) helicopter
can carry aloft, slung beneath its svelte frame.
Today, we will see a K-MAX do a water drop here
at the Fly-In. These helicopters are being built and
shipped all over the world for firefighting and other
heavy lift purposes, including working to protect our
troops at home and abroad. So, let’s dig into the history
a bit of this amazing Connecticut success story.
Founded in 1945 by Charles
Kaman, and located less than
5 miles away from Simsbury
Airport in Bloomfield, CT is the
KAMAN Corporation. World
War II had just ended and on the
heels of that enormous conflict,
innovation in aviation was at a
fever pitch. Helicopters were in
their infancy at the time. PilotCharles H. Kaman
ing a helicopter was often described to be about as difficult as
balancing on a beach ball. Charles Kaman, who at the
time was working for another Connecticut institution,
Sikorsky, knew there was a better way to make a more
stable rotor system. After being rebuffed at Sikorsky,
with just $2000 and an idea, he set out on his own
and founded the KAMAN Corporation. He wanted to
make helicopters so easy to fly that, in his own works,
“…the idea was to build a helicopter that any man
could buy and fly to the drugstore and buy a tube of
toothpaste.”

simsburyflyin.com

The first big innovation to come out of the KAMAN
Corporation as the introduction of something called
a servo flap for helicopter rotors. So first, a bit of a
science lesson. Flaps are something that change the
chord (or overall angle) of a wing. Think about when
you were last on a plane and it was coming in for a
landing; a few minutes before landing you hear all
sorts of whirs/buzzing/motor sounds and you see the
wing almost grow and get larger. Those are the flaps
extending. They increase the size of the wing surface,
which generates more lift (and more drag), which
means the plane can fly much slower and more stable
than it might otherwise, perfect for landing. Now let us
look at helicopters, it may not look like it but they have
wings too – the blades. They are a lot thinner, but by
virtue of how fast they move, they make up for the lack
of surface area by their speed. Of course, their wings
and engine are interconnected whereas in a plane, they
are two separate things. Because of that, to change how
much lift they generate, helicopters need to change the
pitch and angle of their blades. Most helicopters will
actually rotate the entire blade itself. Think of yourself driving down a highway and sticking your hand
out the window. If you hold your hand so that it cuts
straight into the wind stream, it stays level, but if you
start angling your hand a bit, it will start being lifted up
by the force of the air. Same thing in a helicopter. However, there are more forces at play. Rotating the entire
blade of a helicopter is as if instead of using flaps when
you came into land on a commercial plane, the entire
wing of the plane started rotating and angling into the
wind. This would be extremely inefficient, not nearly
as stable, and likely would have lots more maintenance
costs. The servo flap system starts to take on some of
the traits of a normal aircraft flap by installing small
flaps about ¾ the way to the end of each blade. In this
way, those flaps can move (Continued next page)
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as the blade rotates to create more/
less left and to provide directional control, stability and lessen
vibrations as well. Long story
short – it’s an incredibly ingenious
solution.
Their first effort was known as the K-125, which
was an intermeshed contrarotating twin rotor design.
Interestingly enough, this is the same type of design
that the K-MAX you will see here today. This aircraft
was actually first tested at Bradley Field (now Bradley
International). Each day of testing, they would carefully wheel the aircraft out the too narrow doors of the

Jim Hammel

Financial Advisor

IRT-1848G-A

2 Park Place Suite 1a
Granby, CT 06035
860-844-8515
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Located at the Westerly Airport
Rides in a restored 1941 AT-6 Texan & 1945 TBM-3 Grumman Avenger
Rear stick & instruments
Experience breath taking maneuvers!
Daily flights at Westerly

S

PLU

Sightseeing • Photo Flights
Flight Instruction • Banner Towing
Aircraft Charters • Aircraft Sales • Gift Certificates

Simmons Aviation Services
56 Airport Rd
Westerly, RI 02891

Reservations 860-599-1167 or 860-908-4538
WarbirdExperience.com or HeritageFlightFoundation.org

341959

Pictured: KAMAN K-125 Taking off from Bradley Field

old gymnasium.
Charles Kaman
describes the
early days, “It took a
lot of nerve to fly this steel tube
contraption as it looks kind of primitive.
And all of the boys had somehow a feeling it might just
fly away. We even had a rope tied to the middle of it…
Little by little we gained confidence and we did better
and better… It was not long before it was just thrilling
everyone at Bradley Field with its maneuvers… we had
our investors from New Enterprises in Boston down and
a lot of notables from Hartford. Everybody was amazed
at to see the agility and stability that was demonstrated
even then… those qualities have never left KAMAN
helicopters.”
He continued; “There were a lot of heartaches. We had
accidents, we had troubles and most of all we had the agony of raising money to keep going because not having a
CAA (ed: Civil Aviation Authority – the forbearer to the
FAA) we couldn’t fly for money and we couldn’t sell”
After prioritizing getting certification for their helicopters, they developed what became known as the K190,
which became a very prolific crop-dusting helicopter that
dusted everything from the potato fields of Maine, to the
tobacco fields of Connecticut, to the citrus fields in Florida. The K225 helicopter followed which would later be
outfitted with a Boeing 502 turbine engine – this would
be the first helicopter to be outfitted with a gas turbine
engine – now, nearly all helicopters run on turbine engines. You can actually see a K225 helicopter on display
nearby at the New England
Air Museum! It is the
oldest surviving KAMAN
helicopter in existence!
One of their next innovations would foreshadow
something that permeates
aviation technology today,
the pilotless aircraft, or
drone. Way back in the
1950’s they developed
radio control technology
to fly pilotless aircraft with
the intention of enhancing
the U.S. military’s capabiliedwardjones.com
ties. Nearly 6 decades later
under a program with the
(Continued page 52)

QUALITY CUSTOM FENCES
WOOD • VINYL • ALUMINUM • CHAIN LINK

Privacy Fences • Arbors • Outdoor Furniture
Amish Built Sheds • Woodplay Playsets
Complete-Do-It-Yourself Center
INSTALLATION AVAILABLE YEAR-ROUND
Call today or visit our showroom at
30 Old Albany Turnpike, Canton, CT 06019.

Member SIPC

simsburyairport.com

capecodfence.com

860-673-3211

PROVIDING QUALITY SERVICE SINCE 1956

simsburyflyin.com
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•
•
•
•
•

Design
Precision Machining
Laser Marking
3D Printing
Reverse Engineering

Heating, Air Conditioning
Service and Installation
Turning your ideas

into reality…

Division of Baldis & Frank, Inc.

Service • Installation
Heating • Air Conditioning • Oil and Gas
860-982-0638

Lic # S1-0300183
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518 Salmon Brook Street, Suite 1
Granby, CT 06035
fireandicehvac2@gmail.com

(Continued from page 50 - KAMAN)
Marines, two K-MAX autonomous
helicopters were deployed to Afghanistan in December 2011. What was supposed to be a 6-month mission to test
their ability to autonomously deliver
supplies and materials to FOB (forward
operating bases) in areas too dangerous
for manned aircraft to fly, turned into a
nearly 3-year mission. In the end, they
delivered 4.5 million pounds of supplies to troops.
The K-Max helicopter is so capable
and so unique that the demand has
actually caused it to reenter production
for uses such as firefighting, natural
disaster response and other demanding applications. Their new system, the
K-Max Titan took its first flight in April
of this year – it is the first commercially available pilot-optional helicopter system and looks to revolutionize
applications like firefighting and other
high-risk scenarios.
Beyond helicopters, KAMAN Corporation has spread out into developing
and supplying parts for other aviation
fixtures such as the B1 Bomber, the
Space Shuttle and other well-known
aircraft. They additionally develop
several other products such as high
precision bearings, springs, seals and
measuring equipment. Most curious of
all, is Charles Kaman is actually responsible for another Connecticut company, Ovation Guitars
in New Hartford, CT. His love of
guitars and music led him to create one of the most well known
and prolific guitar manufacturers
So, now you know a bit more
of the history of one of Connecticut’s own amazing success stories.
We would like to thank KAMAN
for their generous participation
today and hope you have gained
a new appreciation for some of
the amazing work that is happening right in your own back yard!
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They matter
to me.
Rana C Morton, Agent
1243 Hopmeadow Street
Simsbury, CT 06070
Bus: 860-408-9592
rana@mortonsf.com

I get it. Your home and car are
more than just things. They’re
where you make your memories
and they deserve the right
protection. It’s why I’m here.
LET’S TALK TODAY.

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company
State Farm Fire and Casualty Company
simsburyflyin.com
1706814
Bloomington, IL
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