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History ain’t what it used to be.  Seems like once you 
learn a definite, proven, absolutely true, undeniable 

fact, someone figures out that it’s wrong.  Columbus didn’t 
discover America?  Who knew?

But there’s one fact we could always count on: the Wright 
Brothers made the first powered airplane flight on
December 17, 1903.  We’ve all seen the famous photo.  Their 
airplane is in the Smithsonian.  The brothers hold the patent.  
Must be true.  

Well, not according to the folks at the Connecticut Air and 
Space Center, based in Stratford, CT.   It’s their belief that the 
first powered flight wasactually made two years prior to the 

Wrights’ famous event at Kitty Hawk; and in Fairfield, Con-
necticut, no less. Their strongly held claim is that the actual 
first flight was made by Gustave Whitehead.

Born in Germany, Whitehead was trained as an engine 
maker.  He came to the US in 1893 and worked at Har-
vard University for a time.  He was then hired by a retired 
manufacturer named James Means.  Means was interested 
in heavier-than-air flight and founded the first aeronautical 
organization in America, the Boston Aeronautical Society 
then set about building experimental aircraft and testing 
them on Cape Cod.  Whitehead claimed to know aviation 
experimenter Otto Lilienthal, and (Continued on Page 6) 
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The guy in charge of naming stuff didn’t do aviation any 
favors when he created the slang term “uncontrolled 

field” to describe airports like ours.   The official term is  
“non-towered airport”, which means any airport without a 
control tower.  But even that label raises eyebrows, espe-
cially once you know that the majority of airports in the 
country are in that category.

     Not to worry.  There’s plenty of control over what hap-
pens at an uncontrolled - OK, non-towered - airport.  In 
the absence of a control tower, pilots follow clearly defined 
procedures to take off and land.  As a result,  airport opera-
tions are organized and safe.  

     Think about what happens every time you drive your 
car.  Opposing traffic passes you within a few feet, mov-
ing perhaps 65 miles per hour.  Cars entering from side 
streets squeeze in front of you.  The vehicle ahead suddenly 
stops.  There’s no control tower to orchestrate these com-
plex movements, yet you fully trust your ability to see and 
avoid, and to maneuver your car safely.  It’s the same “see 
and avoid” method used at non-towered airports, except 
with much more effective safety procedures and vastly bet-
ter communications.
     Communications are the key.  During operations at 

UNCONTROLLED UNDER CONTROL                                                                                                      
           BY BILL THOMAS

non-towered airports, pilots use their radios to talk to 
each other.  Every airport has a standard radio frequency.
(If you own an aircraft-band receiver, you can listen to 
Simsbury Airport on 122.7 mhz).  At each phase of air-
port operations, pilots announce their location and inten-
tions, so other pilots operating at the same airport know 
the whereabouts of each airplane that is taxiing, taking 
off, or landing.  Knowing where to look, pilots can then 
use their eyeballs to see and avoid.  It’s the same process 
you use when driving your car, only better.

     Standardized airport procedures are just as important.  
Every non-towered airport has a defined  “traffic pattern”.  
Pilots are required to know the details of its traffic pattern 
before flying into that airport.  The rules specify the alti-
tude and turns that arriving pilots must use to approach 
for landing.  At each stage of the landing, the pilot must 
radio the airplane’s position to advise other pilots in the 
area.

     Every traffic pattern has three segments.  Depending 
on winds, and on the direction from which the airplane is 
arriving, there may be additional segments.  But the basic 
three always exist.  They are called the Downwind, Base, 
and Final segments of the landing. (Continued next page)
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(Uncontrolled Under Control - from previous page)
     To understand how a traffic pattern works, it’s important 
to know that airplanes land into the wind.  A headwind 
slows the airplane’s path over the runway and provides 
added lift.  Before each landing, the pilot determines the 
wind direction, and lands on the runway that provides the 
most direct headwind.

     The first part of the traffic pattern is the Downwind 
leg.  An airplane on the Downwind leg flies parallel to the 
runway, with the wind pushing from behind.  This leg is 
flown at a specified altitude that is based on the height of 
the airport surface and that assures clearance from nearby 
obstacles.  At Simsbury Airport, the downwind leg is 1,200 
feet above sea level.  At the end of the Downwind leg, based 
on judgment of wind and other factors, the pilot begins to 
slow the airplane by lowering the flaps and reducing engine 
power.   A great deal of training is required for the pilot to 
develop these judgments.  

     The pilot then turns ninety degrees into the Base leg of 
the traffic pattern.  At Simsbury, as at most airports, this is 
a left turn, though a few airports have patterns that require 
right turns.  During the Base leg, the pilot continues to 
descend and slow down at rates that will allow arrival over 
the runway at the ideal altitude and speed.

     The pilot then turns into the Final leg of the traffic 
pattern.  The aircraft is now pointed directly at the run-

way.  The pilot’s goal here is a “stabilized” approach.  That 
means the rates of descent and speed are well established 
and thereafter should require only minor corrections.  If 
the pilot has properly judged these factors, the airplane 
arrives for landing in the first part of the runway.  If there 
is any doubt about the success of the touchdown, the pilot 
should execute a “go-around” or “missed approach”.   There 
is nothing unsafe about a go-around:  actually, it increases 
safety by starting over again rather than trying to rescue a 
landing that isn’t going well.

     These and many other factors are what makes flying so 
safe.  And when you hear the term “uncontrolled airport”,  
don’t you believe it.
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FIRST IN FLIGHT, NOT WRIGHT? (CONTINUED)

SILVER SPONSOR

with that credential, Means employed him to make copies 
of Lilienthal’s machines.

Whitehead may have even gone to Germany to visit Lilien-
thal and learn first-hand about his experimental gliders.  
Whitehead built two machines for the Society, one a glider, 
the other an ornithopter with flapping wings like a bird.  It’s 
reported that the glider actually flew.  Having no power-
plant, though, it did not qualify 
as an aviation first.  

Octave Chanute was a well-
known early aviation enthu-
siast.  He contributed $50 to 
help Whitehead build gliders.  
Whitehead also made acquain-
tances with other early aviation 
experimenters, some of whom 
used kites to learn about lift and 
the other forces of flight.  Some 
of these experimenters hired 
Whitehead to construct kites and 
gliders.  Meanwhile, Whitehead 
built several aircraft for himself 
with the intention of making 
manned gliding flights.  Some of 

these gliding flights were performed successfully in 1897 
and reported internationally.

Whitehead moved to Buffalo, NY, in 1897.  He married, and 
continued experimentation with flying machines and 
powerplants.  During this period, his wing and propeller 
designs closely followed designs by Lilienthal, Maxim, and 
other early aviation pioneers.  He also continued to build 

motors, some of which he sold 
to other experimenters.  Among 
other types, he constructed 
steam-powered engines.

He moved several times in the 
late 1800’s, eventually settling 
in Bridgeport.  His fame spread 
via coverage in a number of 
newspapers both in the US and 
around the world.  By June of 
1901, he had built 57 aircraft in 
total, including 20 intended for 
powered flight.   Believing he had 
finally found a design that would 
actually support manned flight, 
he scheduled a public demon-
stration  (Continued next page)
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(Continued from previous page)
 for August 14, 1901, near Fairfield, CT.

In one of those “truth is stranger than fiction” situations, 
his airplane was drivable on ordinary roads, using its own 
small 3-10 hp acetylene-powered auxiliary engine.   He 
drove the aircraft to its intended flight location and after 
several hours of preparation, it is claimed that he made the 
first manned powered flight at 5:02 AM that morning.  The 
first flight was allegedly 1/2 mile in length,  followed by a 
second flight of 1½ miles, rising to an altitude of 50 ft and 
steering to avoid collision with trees.  

So why, after the initial publicity, did it take so long for the 
flight to return to public attention?  (Continued Page 41)
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PORTER & CHESTER INSTITUE 
                           A CAREER TRAINING SCHOOL RIGHT NEARBY

One of the challenges of an event like the Simsbury Fly-In is to organize the many 
hundreds of display autos — their arrival, parking, judging, and departure. The 

students, staff, and friends who make this part of the event go smoothly are from Porter 
and Chester Institute (PCI) of Enfield. Our hats are off to them! 

PCI offers a variety of hands-on career training programs in nine convenient locations in 
Connecticut and Massachusetts including Enfield, Conn. PCI provides a structured cur-
riculum, based on what local employers are looking for. Through their school in Enfield, 
you can earn a certificate in 7 focused career fields. These include Automotive Techni-
cian, Computer Aided Drafting and Design, HVAC/R, Electrical, Dental Assisting and 
Medical Assisting, and Practical Nursing.

At Porter and Chester there are many advantages for students and graduates alike. They 
offer convenient day and evening classes, job placement assistance, financial aid is avail-
able to those who qualify, and PCI grads earn their certificate in just months as opposed 
to years.

PCI teaches more than technical skills, they also train their students to be employable, 
teaching practical soft skills such as the importance of being punctual, dependable work-
ers; traits that employers value highly. PCI can equip its students with the necessary skills 
to become a vital part of the workforce. Call PCI today to learn more at 1-800-870-6789 
or logon to their website at www.PorterChester.com. You can also check them out on 
Facebook. The Simsbury Fly-In sincerely thanks the people of Porter and Chester 
Institute. IM
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Old Rhinebeck Aerodrome, one of the country’s foremost aviation museums, is displaying 
its replica of one of the best fighter planes of World War I.  The original Spad was French-
built, with a 180 HP Hispano-Suiza engine and had a top speed of 127 MPH, a range of 
about 225 miles and a ceiling of 17,500 ft.  

 We welcome back the Yankee Clippers formation team: Mark Cigal, former USAF T-38 in-
structor pilot, flying his RV8 “Miss Claire”; John Doran, a former Navy F-14 Tomcat  pilot, in 
his RV4; Scott Jordan, a former B1 bomber pilot, with his RV8;   Dave Rogers with his newly 
completed RV8;  and Dick Axelrod from Vermont flying his RV7.

NOTEWORTHY AIRCRAFT
                             AT TODAY’S FLY-IN
GUSTAVE WHITEHEAD REPLICA AIRCRAFT

Today we feature one of the most fundamental historical controversies in aviation:  Did Gustave 
Whitehead make the first powered and controlled flight two years before the Wright Brothers? A 
replica of the Whitehead aircraft is on display thanks to the Connecticut Air and Space Center, 
which will also conduct a seminar on this topic.  Listen to the arguments and decide what you thnk.  

DEHAVILLAND TIGER MOTH
The Tiger Moth is a  1930’s biplane designed by Geoffrey DeHavilland.  It was operated by the 
Royal Air Force and others as a primary trainer.   Powered by a Gypsy Major engine of 130 HP, 
it cruises at a leisurely 80 Knots.  The fine example on display today was flown here by the Old 
Rhinebeck Aerodrome. 

YANKEE CLIPPERS

WORLD WAR I SPAD VII

CIRRUS VISION JET (FULL SCALE MOCK UP)

 LIFESTAR HELICOPTER

The ultimate personal transportation vehicle and the first in its class: the personal jet. Sport-
ing a V-tail, the Vision is technologically advanced, yet engineered to be simple to fly - to 
allow owner-pilots more lifestyle pursuits than any other personal aircraft. As with all Cirrus 
aircraft, the Vision will come with all the hallmarks of their dedication to flight safety includ-
ing the state-of-the-art, advanced avionics - Cirrus Perspective™ by Garmin® avionics and the 
Cirrus Airframe Parachute System (CAPS™). 

The LifeStar medevac helicopter makes its annual visit to our event, and will be open for inspec-
tion and discussions with the crew.  There are two LifeStars, both built by American Eurocop-
ter.  They are based at Hartford Hospital and Backus Hospital in Norwich.  Both are capable of 
speeds to 155 mph, and are typically ready to depart within seven minutes of a call.  Stop and 
say hello to the folks who provide this great service to our community. 

RE/MAX BALLOON
Wind conditions permitting, the RE/MAX balloon will provide tethered rides for spectators in a venue 
directly across Wolcott Rd. from the airport.  RE/MAX has maintained a fleet of these balloons since 1978.   
They typically attend 65 events each year, and have flown a combined total of more than 6,400 hours.    
The balloon is the readily recognized corporate logo for RE/MAX realtors.  
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SEMINARS 
                  LOCATED IN THE METAL HANGER UNDERNEATH THE ORANGE WINDSOCK

9:30 AM  BRADLEY AIRPORT AIR TRAFFIC CONTROLLERS

10:30 AM  MEDICAL CERTIFICATE SPECIAL ISSUANCES UPDATE                     DR. ROBERT DODENHOFF

A must for pilots flying in the Central Connecticut area.  BDL’s controllers will present information about procedures, 
frequencies, and services, and will answer your questions.  WINGS credit given*

The FAA has made changes in the procedures for medical certification special issuances.  Pilots who are concerned about 
maintaining certification after a health problem should plan to attend this informative session by a practicing AME.  
WINGS credit given*
11:30 AM  TAILWHEEL TIPS & TRICKS                    DOUG STEWART

It is said that when flying a tailwheel airplane, you are not done flying until the engine is shut down and the tiedown 
ropes are attached. Some of the most important lessons to be learned in a taildragger are those lessons on the ground, 
especially when the wind is blowing. “The Vintage Instructor”, Doug Stewart, will will reprise this seminar which he 
recently presented at Oshkosh.  WINGS credit given*

12:30 PM  EVERYTHING YOU WANT TO KNOW ABOUT LEARNING TO FLY                     STEVE SMITH

For anyone who is considering flying lessons. What’s involved, how long does it take, what’s the learning process, what 
will it cost?  By Steve Smith of Future Flyers of CT Flight School based at Simsbury.  Lots of opportunity for Q and A.
1:30 PM  THE WHITEHEAD CONTROVERSY:  DID HE FLY BEFORE THE WRIGHTS?          ANDY KOSCH

A challenging presentation by Andy Kosch, who built and actually flew a replica of Gustave Whitehead’s 1901 aircraft.  
Here’s the evidence for a flight in Connecticut two years before the Wrights.  The replica itself is on display today.
Join in a discussion of this very interesting historical controversy.
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* NOTE: MAXIMUM 1 WINGS CREDIT AWARDED REGARDLESS OF NUMBER OF ELIGIBLE SEMINARS ATTENDED
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The Experimental Aircraft Association Chapter 324 
Simsbury is proud to be a participant of the 2013 Sims-

bury Fly-In.  EAA Chapter 324 Simsbury is a local commu-
nity of aviation enthusiasts; one of more than a thousand 
such groups throughout the world.  Chapters are a unique 
and important element of the EAA. They are the focal point 
where members have the ability to interact and participate 
and also serve as a platform for EAA programs at the local 
level. 

The Experimental Aircraft Association, EAA, is an interna-
tional aviation membership association.  Formed in 1953 
the activity-based, member-driven organization is head-
quartered in Oshkosh, WI.  EAA is a growing and diverse 
organization of members with a wide range of aviation 
interests and backgrounds, providing a wide range of tech-
nical and training services, aviation advocacy and informa-

tion exchanges including the award winning, members’ 
only, monthly publication “Sport Aviation”.  More than 
160,000 people are EAA members worldwide.

The EAA sponsors many education programs including the 
Young Eagles program. Launched in 1992 to give inter-
ested young people, ages 8-17, an opportunity to go flying 
in a general aviation airplane. These flights take place at 
the local level and are offered free of charge; made pos-
sible through the generosity of EAA member volunteers. 
Through this program, Chapter 324 Simsbury has the op-
portunity to introduce the joy of flying to any local youth 
with an interest in aviation and have given over 85 Young 
Eagle’s rides.  Check our website or stop by our booth 
for more information on future Young Eagle Events.
(Continued on page 17)

EAA
    CHAPTER 324
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plant (A&P) mechanics.  Our Chapter member’s homebuilt 
experimental aircraft include the Vans RV-6A, RV-8, and 
RV-4, the Lancair Legacy, amd the Zenith STOL CH-
801.  Light Sport Aircraft include the Destiny 2000 Power 
Parachute and the Jabiru. Production aircraft include the 
Piper PA28-140 Cherokee, Piper L-4 Cub. Chapter mem-
ber project aircraft include the experimental aircraft Vans 
RV-7A, RV-9A and RV-12.  

Our local EAA Chapter welcomes anyone who 
has an interest in aviation, no experience 

necessary.  If you’re building or restor-
ing an aircraft our members can offer 

hands-on support.  Chapter meet-
ing take place here at the airport 
the first Wednesday of each month 
at 7:00 PM.  During the summer 

months our meetings are in the form of 
an outdoor barbeque and potluck dinner. At 

6:00 PM, we meet at the airport, bring out our 
airplane and give members and their family rides 
while the grill warms up. While we dine, project 
problems are discussed, stories are told, friend-
ships are made and we all get to know each other 
a little bit better.

Mark Ranstead is a current airline pilot and 
President of EAA Chapter 324

GOLD SPONSOR
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 (EAA 324 - Continued from Page 14)
Our members enjoy all types of airplanes, including 
“experimental” aircraft; those aircraft built by individual 
craftsmen, rather than in a factory. “Experimental” refers 
to the category of aircraft designated by the Federal Avia-
tion Administration (FAA). Similar to standard category 
aircraft, experimental aircraft are inspected and certified 
airworthy by the FAA.  

Our member’s experience spans 
the range from light sport 
pilots (LSA) to military 
and airline pilots; from 
hobby mechanics to 
FAA licensed Air-
frame and Power-
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You never really learn to swear until you learn to drive.

Why is it that when you’re driving and looking for an ad-
dress, you turn down the volume on the radio?

Auto Repair Service.
Free pick-up and delivery.
Try us once, you’ll never go anywhere again.

Why did the Classic Car Owner install a rear window 
heater even though it wasn’t an original factory feature? 
So his family could keep their hands warm when push-
ing!

Explanation for ads:
Needs Minor Work – Needs significant work.
Needs Nothing – Except a tow truck.
Easy Project Car - Completely disassembled, bring 
many boxes.
Only Driven Sundays – Sunday is race day.
Fully Restored – Nothing original.

Did you know 80 percent of MGs are still on the road… 
the other 20 percent made it home

CAR HUMOR
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The RV series of aircraft are by far the most popular 
home built kits in the world. There are over 8,600 

completed kits flying today. You will see many of them here 
today, ranging from the single place RV-3 to the four place 
RV-10.

  In 1965, Richard VanGrunsven (Van) first flew a Stits 
Playboy that he had modified and dubbed the RV-1.  Van 
flew the RV-1 and continued to make improvements in 
the design. The RV-1 had serious shortcomings though; 
its poor ergonomics, primitive instrumentation and tricky 
ground handling characteristics made it challenging if not 
uncomfortable to fly. But even with its problems, here was 

History
 Takes Flight

HOW ONE
PLANE STARTED

A HOMEBUILDING 
REVOLUTION

 
PHOTOS & STORY BY

MARK CIGAL

the beginning of something amazing. Had it not been for 
the problems and shortcomings, VansGunsven might not 
have been spurred on to use this prototype as a basis for 
the RV-3, the Van’s kit first offered to the public. Eventually 
he would go on to design a couple more prototypes and 9 
more kits that would change home building forever. 

  Years later the original RV-1 was found and restored to 
flyable condition by a dedicated group called “Friends of 
the RV-1”.  In March of 2012, the little airplane, started out 
on a pony express style tour of the USA and Canada. The 
pilots that flew it were hand picked from each local EAA 
chapter along the planned route of flight. Since I had
(Continued next page)

FALL
 EVENTS

A
du

lt
s 

$1
2

Se
ni

or
s 

$1
1

Ch
ild

re
n 

$6
.5

0
A

ge
s 

3 
an

d 
un

de
r 

fr
ee

86
0-

62
3-

33
05

Oct 13th
Open Cockpit &
RC Swap Meet

Nov 3rd
Women Take Flight

Flight Simulators!!

Bradley International A
irport

36 Perim
eter Rd

W
indsor Locks, CT 06096

Nov 10th
Veteran‛s Day Program

Nov 29th
Santa Visits &

Behind the Scenes Tour

ww
w.

ne
am

.o
rg



22 simsburyairport.com

GOLD SPONSOR

(Continued from previous page) completed my RV-8 in 
2004, I was eager to go see the airplane when it passed 
through New England.  Imagine my surprise when I was 
asked by the tour coordinators to be one of the pilots !  I 
was hesitant at first……… this was a one of a kind airplane 
I had never flown before, it only had one seat so there was 
no chance for instruction, and did I mention it was the 
only one in existence?

   My hesitation gave way to curiosity, and the incredible 
opportunity of being able to fly the very first RV aircraft. I 
escorted the little yellow and 
white RV-1 from Pottstown 
PA in my RV-8. I flew the 
plane from Brainard airport 
in CT to Fulton County air-
port in NY.  I was very sur-
prised to discover the aircraft 
flew very much like my RV-8, 
a kit designed by Van 30 plus 
years later. The RV DNA was 
very apparent. It was nimble 
and light on the controls and 
performed much like the 
fighter jets I had flown in the 
Air Force.  It’s what’s known 
today as “The RV experience”.  

All of Van’s aircraft are a true joy to fly and will put an  “RV 
grin” on your face for days. 

  The RV-1 now resides in the EAA museum in Oshkosh. 
The RV-1 is truly a part of general aviation history.  It was 
a tremendous honor to have participated in the tour and to 
have flown the very airplane that spawned a revolution in 
homebuilding history.  
Mark Cigal is a former USAF T-38 instructor pilot and is now  
a retired airline pilot and a member of EAA Chapter 324
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SCHEDULE OF EVENTS                               

8:00 AM - 11:00 AM   PANCAKE BREAKFAST      

8:00 AM - 11:30 AM   AIRCRAFT & CAR ARRIVALS   

8:00 AM - 10:30 AM (EST.)  RE/MAX BALLOON RIDES (TETHERED FLIGHT - WIND PERMITTING) 

9:00 AM - 12:30 PM   AIRCRAFT & CAR JUDGING   

10:30 AM     SEMINAR: MEDICAL CERTIFICATE SPECIAL ISSUANCES UPDATE

11:00 AM    YANKEE CLIPPERS FORMATION FLIGHT DEMO

11:00 AM - 2:00 PM   LUNCH  

11:30 AM    SEMINAR: TAILWHEEL TIPS & TRICKS

9:30 AM    SEMINAR: BRADLEY AIRPORT AIR TRAFFIC CONTROLLERS

12:15 PM (EST.)   LIFESTAR MEDEVAC HELICOPTER ARRIVAL

12:30 PM    SEMINAR: LEARNING TO FLY

12:30 PM    AIRPLANE JUDGING RESULTS/TROPHY PRESENTATIONS

12:20 PM (EST)   DEPARTURE OF OLD RHINEBECK AIRCRAFT

1:00 PM    YANKEE CLIPPERS FORMATION FLIGHT DEMO

1:30 PM    SEMINAR: WAS WHITEHEAD FIRST TO FLY?

2:00 PM    CAR JUDGING RESULTS & TROPHY PRESENTATIONS

3:00 PM    AIRCRAFT DEPARTURES - AVGAS SALES RESUME

We WILL Lower Your IT Costs!

IT & Internet Services

Business Telephone Systems · Network Support · Preventive Care 
Offsite Data Backup · 24/7 Monitoring · System Security 

Managed Servers · Email Solutions · Website Design

www.biznuzz.com (800) 448.7531

8:00 AM - 3:00PM   NEW ENGLAND AIR MUSEUM HOURLY ENGINE DEMONSTRATIONS
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SPECIAL THANKS
AIR TRAFFIC CONTROLLERS - BRADLEY INTL. AIRPORT

AMP RADIO NETWORK - AMPRADIONETWORK.COM

ANGELO CHIRICO - ANGELO’S ON MAIN ROCKLEDGE

AUTOBON

BOY SCOUT TROOP 175
CIVIL AIR PATROL 169TH, 103RD,
COMPOSITE AND ROYAL CHARTER SqUADRONS

CHARLIE LUKE - FARMINGTON VALLEY EqUIPMENT

CT AIR & SPACE CENTER

HARVEST CAFE & BAKERY

JIM ADAMS - FAA
EAA CHAPTER 324
GOULET PRINTERY & THE ENTIRE GOULET FAMILY

GREG SCHAAN - IMPERIAL NURSERIES

JOHN MORICI - BIzNUzz INTERNET SOLUTIONS

LITCHFIELD COUNTY DISPATCH

NEW ENGALND AIR MUSEUM

OLD RHINEBECK AERODROME

OWLS HEAD TRANSPORTATION MUSEUM

PORTER AND CHESTER INSTITUTE - CAR SHOW SPONSOR

TOM MARTIN - PHONON

TOWN OF SIMSBURY - FIRST SELECTMAN MARY GLASSMAN                 
  AND MANY OTHER TOWN OFFICIALS

AND OF COURSE ALL OUR VOLUNTEERS!!!

We are fortunate to have Simsbury Aircraft Maintenance 
as our repair facility.  Owner Pete Trabold’s many 

years of experience, along with his IA rating, offer his cus-
tomers the full range of quality aircraft repair services.  Pete 
can perform everything from annuals to engine overhauls at 
very reasonable prices.  He specializes in magneto repairs, 
with aircraft owners often noting how much smoother their 
engines run after Pete has done his magic.  Owner-assisted 
annual inspections are welcome.  Pete also is glad to work 
on experimental and homebuilt airplanes.  Aircraft pickup 
and delivery service is available, as are pre-buy inspections.  
Pete has the added experience that comes with Commercial 
Helicopter and Commercial multi-engine ratings.  Contact 
Pete at 413-770-5021.      

SIMSBURY AIRCRAFT MAINTENANCE 
ALWAYS FRIENDLY, ALWAYS PROFESSIONAL
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Career Training for Today’s Jobs!

ELECTRICIAN • ELECTRONIC SYSTEMS Technician 
HVAC/R Technician

It seems that with every month that passes, there are so 
many aviation gizmos and gadgets that come out that it’s 
nearly impossible to keep up with. Thankfully for you. I’m 
a nerd and I live to keep track of this stuff! So, let’s roll 
through my list of the top 5 pieces of aviation tech that you 
should put on the top of your Christmas list this year.

GoPro Hero 3
(Black Edition)
MSRP $399
www.gopro.com
You may have seen commercials 
for these tiny cameras over the 
past year showing the extreme 
places they have been and the 
amazing footage they have 
filmed. Speaking from personal 

experience, these cameras are an absolute wonder. The 
actual video quality you get out of them is unparalleled and 
their tiny size (about 2 inches by 2 inches by 1 inch) means 
they can fit and mount (via one of the many bundled or 
sold-separately mounts) just about anywhere. One of the 
coolest features is the ability to use your Android or iPhone 
to stream a preview of the video from your camera, stop 
start recordings and much more. This means you could 
theoretically mount the camera on the wing and control 
it from the cockpit. Fair warning, this does take a certain 
level of nerdery to accomplish but the end result is well 
worth it. (Continued on next page)

AVIATION TECH TOYS
                                                       BY BRAD GRISWOLD
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(Continued from previous page)
One thing to keep in mind is that GoPro often release new 
models in the month of November, so if you’re not in a 
rush, you may want to hold off a couple months and see 
what they have up their sleeves for the next version. One 
last note, you may see cheaper versions for $199 and $299; 
don’t bother with those, if you’re going to get one, get the 
Black version as the video quality is leagues better. 

iPad Mini
MSRP $329-$659
www.apple.com
By the time this article went to print, there 
may already have been a new version an-
nounced at the September 10th Apple press 
conference. Whatever the case, in the war 

between Android and Apple products; when it comes to 
aviation apps, Apple wins absolutely hands down. Between 
WingX, ForeFlight and many of the other apps out there, 
the quality and selection available on the Apple platform 
is unmatched. But why the iPad mini and not the regular 
iPad or an iPhone you ask? Well, it’s quite simple, unless 
you have room for days and days in the cockpit, a regular 
iPad is too big and unless you have eyesight better than 
most hawks, and iPhone is probably a bit too small. The 
mini presents a nice compromise between the two, is a bit 
easier on the wallet and works great.

ACR AquaLink View PLB
MSRP $439
www.acrartex.com/
The pilots’ adage is to always consider safety 
first and foremost before all else. The fact is, 
while we do our best to make every flight safe 
and successful, far too few of us who actually 
prepare to avoid an accident put any effort 
into ensuring our rescue/safety in the case 
events beyond our control intervene. One of 

the best insurance policies is to pick up a PLB, or Personal 
Locator Beacon. Sure, planes are required to have one, but 
if upon landing (crashing), the tail is orientated wrong, you 
wind up in a steep valley or the beacon simply malfunc-
tions, you’re in a heap of trouble. That is why everyone 
should strongly consider a portable PLB (preferably a 
waterproof one like the AquaLink) a practical necessity for 
any and every flight. At around $300-400, it’s certainly
(Continued on page 35) 
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(Continued from page 32) 
not cheap, but the fact that they literally work just about 
everywhere on the face of the planet is a nice reassurance 
considering even most satellite phones or portable text 
messagers work only over the most populous places and 
almost never over the open ocean. One press of the button, 
and help is on its way.

Leatherman Charge TTi
MSRP $165

www.leatherman.com/
It may not be high tech…but it is partly made 

from titanium, and that’s kind of geeky, 
right? Anyways, when you are traveling, 

a Leatherman can be your best friend. 
Between its super handy interchangeable 

screwdriver/hex driver bit, the knife, 
the scissors or even the can opener, 
you won’t catch this author anywhere 
without it. It also makes a great 

safety device too. If you have an emergency 
landing and your door gets jammed, it makes a good blunt 
instrument for removing any windows in your way. The 
knife can be a lifesaver if your seatbelt ever gets stuck. The 
list goes on and on. I also highly recommend the expanded 
bit pack as well with additional Philips, straight head, hex 
and allen wrench bits. 

Dual XGPS 170 / SageTech Clarity SV
MSRP $699 / $1400
gps.dualav.com / www.sagetechcorp.com

If you have an iPhone/iPad with ForeFlight or 
WingX and have some money burning 

a hole in your pocket; picking up an 
ADS-B receiver is a no-brainer. See-

ing live traffic and weather can give 
you a lot more situational awareness. 

The best part is that there are no monthly 
subscription fees! There are two devices 

you should strongly consider. The first being the Dual 
XGPS 170. At $699 it isn’t cheap, but it is your least expen-
sive option to get ADS-B data. The features and battery 
life are all comparable or better than many 
of its competitors. The other option which 
definitely isn’t cheap, is the SageTech Clar-
ity CL02. Not only does it receive ADS-B 
data on the 978 MHz frequency (like the 
XGPS 170), but also on the 1090 frequency 
that many airlines use to transmit ADS-B on. In addi-
tion, it features a built in AHRS (attitude/heading refer-
ence system) so you can use it with compatible software 
(like WingX) so you have a full synthetic vision display! 
No matter what you get for gizmos and gadgets, remem-
ber, nothing can replace good airmanship. They may help 
you to know what’s going on around you, but they can’t 
help you takeoff, can’t help you land, and certainly won’t 
make smart and safe decisions for you. Happy Flying!
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My first visit to Airventure was  in 1994. In 2011, I flew my Lan-
cair Legacy N26XY  (“Too Sexy”) to the show and won a Bronze 
Lindy. I returned in 2012 but failed to win (At Oshkosh, you can 
only win a particular award once, and only do better in sub-
sequent years) However, in 2013, I won  the Grand Champion 
- The Gold Lindy.   There was a great deal of work done during 
these years as I attempted to address the shortcomings that were 
identified to me during the judging. Most all of them were very 
technical and minor in nature, but at this level of competition, 
tenths a point separate the Grand Champion from Reserve 
Grand Champion; the craftsmanship on all of these planes is 
very high!   Following are some of my thoughts on how I built 
this Grand Champion. 

The details of the build can be found in my builders log at
www.Lancair-N26XY.com    

Additionally, EAA Sport Aviation published a feature story on 
me and N26XY in January: http://www.sportaviationonline.org/
sportaviation/201301#pg68 and then a subsequent story ap-
peared in June after I won Reserve Grand Champion at the Sun 
& Fun airshow in Lakeland Florida:  http://www.sportaviation-
online.org/sportaviation/june_2013#pg98

It began in 1994 when I made my first visit to Oshkosh.  
I was working on my private pilot certificate and a long 

way from piloting a high performance aircraft like the 
Legacy.  (Continued Page 44) 
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Westfield Bank
• 413-568-1911 • 1-800-995-5732 •

www.westfieldbank.com

Member FDIC

Westfield Bank
is a proud sponsor of 

the 2013 Simsbury Fly-In and Car 
Show.

Come visit us at our new location 
in the Granby Shops

10 Hartford Ave. Granby, CT.
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The excitement is palpable at Future Flyers, the exclusive flight school at Simsbury Airport. This year the school acquired 
a late model Cessna 172 equipped with the latest in avionics including an autopilot and a parachute system.  YES, a 

parachute system! Designed to save the occupants in the unlikely event of a catastrophic failure, the chute can be deployed 
by pulling a handle inside the cockpit. This technology is found on a few other, high-end, light aircraft such as the Cirrus. 

“Since its founding [by Steve and Peter Smith] 
the school has specialized in bringing advance 
technology and methods to flight training and 
this new aircraft continues that direction”, says 
Steve Smith owner and co-founder.

 Future Flyers of CT will use the new 
aircraft for rental operations and to support a 
growing program for the Instrument Rating. 
The aircraft is complemented by a new, up-
graded flight simulator/ pilot training facility 
and a new classroom. The Simulator is state-
of-the-art; features enhanced visual system 
and is accepted by The FAA for actual time 
logged for both the Private Pilot Certificate 
and the Instrument rating and for IFR curren-
cy. These expanded capabilities are added to 
the existing fleet of aircraft including a C172N 
and a Liberty XL2.

 Since inception in early 2006, the school 
has had steadily increasing enrollment and 
pilot graduates. One statistic jumps out. The 
new (Private) pilot first time pass rate on the 
practical test now exceeds 91%. While special-
izing in Private Pilot programs, the school also 
offers a Recreational, Commercial, CFI and 
Instrument programs.

  See them at the Fly-In across from the 
terminal building. Meet the staff and friends of 
Future Flyers and view their newest aircraft or 
to set up a “show special” Discovery Flight. 
Contact Steve Smith, 860-819-3717 or 
futureflyersct@gmail.com for further 
information.

LEARNING TO FLY IN SIMSBURY
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When it comes to protecting the things you value, one name stands out.

Fly-In by Simsbury. 
Hangars by ShelterLogic.®

1.800.932.9344 •  www.shelterlogic.com 

With more than 2 million shelters installed, including the hangars at  
Simsbury Airport, we are America’s most diverse manufacturer  

of high-value storage shelter solutions. We deliver economical hangar and  
aircraft storage options for smaller aircraft.   

Innovative designs and durable materials — made in the USA,  
right here in Connecticut. 

  To learn more, contact Derek Raymond at 1.800.932.9344 ext. 2289 
 derek.raymond@shelterlogic.com
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45 Migeon Avenue • Torrington, CT 06790

(860) 482-0700
2033-2065 East Main Street • Route 202 • Torrington, CT 06790

5 West Main Street • Route 44 at Route 10 North • Avon, CT 06001

O’Neill’s Chevrolet | Buick

oneillschevroletbuick.com

(860) 677-1666

Full-Service DealerShipS incluDing BoDy Shop & 24-hour Towing.

Three convenienT opTions for your nexT vehicle

IntroducIng 

the All-new 

visit us online! nwhcars.com

visit us online! Sullivanhonda.com

2014 Chevrolet  Silverado 
Crew Cab

2013 Honda  
CR-V

2014 Jeep  
Grand Cherokee

(860) 496-0077
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(Continued from Page 7) Whitehead’s supporters note 
that until the advent of the internet and the digitiza-
tion of old newspaper and other historical evidence,  it 
was very difficult to do the research needed to prove 
these claims.  Once the internet sourcing became avail-
able, supporters have found more than 110 newspaper 
accounts of the flight, some on front pages, including 
overseas papers.  Significantly,  the Bridgeport Herald’s 
Editor reported the story on August 18, 1901.

Controversy has surrounded the claim that there is a 
photo of the first flight.  News reports at the time men-
tion such a photo.  It was evidently destroyed in a fire 
at Whitehead’s workshops.  Lithographs do exist, and 
were allegedly copied from the original photo.  How-
ever, there is debate about whether the photo actually 
did show an aircraft in flight. The time of the flight 
was dawn, with poor light, and cameras of the time 
would have had difficulty capturing a moving image.  A 
1906 edition of Scientific American magazine includes 
an article in which the author claims to have seen an 
exhibition of photos that include a “blurry” photo of 
the Whitehead flight.Various other second-hand refer-
ences to the lost photo were located over the years.  
One of them is from Germany, showing a photo of the 
photo hanging on a wall.  Until recently, effective photo 
enhancement methods were not available.  Now they 
are.  Whitehead’s supporters are confident that modern 
computer analysis of the photo on the wall does indeed 
show the photo the journalists described as depicting 
Whitehead’s 1901 aircraft in flight.  But this evidence 
remains in controversy. 

Until recently, critics have denied the Whitehead claim 
on several grounds.  First, they claim that he never made 
a followup flight:  if he really did fly, why not again, 
especially since this would have been a world-shaking 
event?  In addition, critics claim the aircraft would not 
have been steerable, and that the ability to fly a complete 
360 degree circle was then the criterion by which a first 
flight would be judged.  And, of course, critics have 
claimed that no reliable reports or evidence of the first 
flight actually exist.

But through discovery of additional evidence, and 
through use of modern research techniques, affidavits 
from at least 17 witnesses to the first flight have been 
found.  They state that Whitehead made many flights 
over the months following the initial flight, and that 
the airplane could be steered.  Drawings of the aircraft, 
along with explanatory text, indicate the aircraft had the 
potential for control in the standard three axes of flight:  
pitch (up and down), roll (tipping left and right), and 
yaw (skidding).  Perhaps most persuasive, several rep-
licas of the aircraft have been built and actually flown.  
One of them is on display at today’s Simsbury Fly-In.

In the years immediately after the Wright Brothers’ 

flight, bitter and very public controversies arose over many 
aspects of their claim.   Especially at issue was the patent 
rights to the invention of the manned, powered, airplane.  
These rights would carry enormous financial benefits for the 
patent holder.   It is outside the scope of this article to review 
these battles.  But in the end, the Wrights were awarded their 
patent.  Their original Wright Flyer is on display at the Smith-
sonian Institution in Washington.  In exchange for the right 
to display the Flyer permanently,  the Smithsonian formally 
agreed to support the claim it was the first to fly.   Whitehead 
supporters believe this agreement is the factor most respon-
sible for suppressing the actual story.

Whitehead went on to become well-known as a builder of 
motors for airplanes, and for other contributions to powered 
flight.  You can find lots of online  information about these 
claims, and Whitehead himself, by Googling “Gustave White-
head”.  

As a final note, Jane’s “All The World’s Aircraft”, regarded 
as one of the foremost authorities on aviation and aircraft, 
declared in early 2013 that Whitehead was the first to fly.  The 
Connecticut legislature recently passed a bill declaring the 
honor for Whitehead.  The debate is renewed, and will likely 
go on for some time. 

Today’s Simsbury Fly-In offers a seminar on this fascinating 
subject, and you can see an actual replica of the Whitehead 
aircraft.  What’s your opinion?
 
Bill Thomas is the President of the Simsbury Flying Club and 
airport manager. The Whitehead replica aircraft can be seen 
near the main food area and is normally on display at the 
CT Air & Space Center in Stratford, CT

Gustave Whitehead pictured next to his 1901 flying craft 
whose replica is on display the the Fly-In today.
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ANGELO CHIRICO BREAKFAST / LUNCH

STU BECKETT  GREETING & JUDGING

LAUREN BELLEVIEW CAR SHOW COORDINATION

BETH BROWN  FINANCIAL

MARK CIGAL  VENDOR COORDINATION

MARK RANSTEAD GROUND CONTROL

KEN FORRESTER UNICOM/AIR BOSS

ROYAL GRIFFIN FOOD/BEVERAGE/LOGISTICS

BRAD GRISWOLD GRAPHICS & VOLUNTEERS

DOUG MELVILLE GROUNDS

BILL THOMAS  MARKETING & PA ANNOUNCER

BRAD BOWMAN CLEANUP
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PHIL WORLEY  ADVERTISING/PHOTOS/LOGISTICS

DECODING YOUR 
CAR’S VIN NUMBER

One aspect of cars new or old that is often not well under-
stood is...what the heck does a VIN number mean. Believe 
it or not, it’s not just a a random assortment of numbers 
and letters. So, if you were ever curious, here is the break-
down (keep in mind, VINs were only standardized in 1985 
so any time before that, the following may not apply)

1st Character: Where the car was built 
(1, 4 or 5 = US, 2 = Canada, 3 = Mexico, etc...)

Character 2: Manufacturer (each one is assigned a letter)

Character 3: Vehicle Model (Taurus, Silverado, CR-V. etc)

Characters 4-8: Information about the vehicle such as its 
features (number of doors, styles, colors, etc)

Character 9: A “check digit” to make sure the VIN is legit

Character 10: Year the vehicle was manufactured 
(X = 1999, Y = 2000, 1 = 2001, 2 = 2002, A = 2010, etc)

Character 11: Manufacturing plant where it was made

Characters  12-17: Sequential serial number of the vehicle
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P.O. Box 307
Simsbury, CT 06070-0307

“Because Service Matters”

Family Owned and Operated
for Three Generations

Offering Quality Recycle and 
Rubbish Removal Service since 1929

Phone: (860) 658-3000
Fax: (860) 844-3008
www.painesinc.com
Email: office@painesinc.com

(Continued from Page 36) Nevertheless, I was immediately 
drawn to the Lancairs: I had built and flown many fiber-
glass Radio Controlled model airplanes and helicopters 
since age 13 and had confidence in my building skills and 
composite construction. Both the Lancairs and Glasairs 
appealed to me.   The following year, I again returned to 
Oshkosh. This time, I brought along my dad to share in the 
adventure. We went for a demo flight in a Lancair IV, and 
then I went for a demo flight in a Lancair 360. I preferred 
the two seat Lancair; I liked the sporty feel, the visibility 
through the canopy, the feel of a control stick between my 
legs, and the nimbleness of the smaller aircraft. It was still 
well beyond my financial and piloting capabilities, so I left 
Oshkosh with a dream and some great memories. 
     I earned my Private Pilot certificate later that year and 
subsequently earned an Instrument Rating. In 2003 I sold 
my home, which freed up some unanticipated funds. It 
then occurred to me that this was my chance to fulfill my 
goal to finally purchase my own airplane - and I knew 
which plane it was that I wanted, and I would have to build 
it.  I called Lancair and got the name of another Legacy 
builder, Jabe Luttrell, who lived not too far from me. I 
called Jabe a few weeks before Thanksgiving that year and 
he invited me to visit and check out his project. I visited 
his hanger the Friday following Thanksgiving in 2003, and 
the very next Monday I called Lancair and put a $10,000 
deposit on Legacy S/N 247. 

     I began the build in Redmond, OR at Lancair’s fac-
tory builder assist program. For one week in each of the  
months of March, April, May and June I would fly from 
Connecticut on Sunday morning out to Redmond and 
return the following Saturday. At the time, I was on a 
consulting assignment with IBM, so I typically worked re-
motely anyway. During the weeks when I was in Redmond, 
I would awaken at 3:00 AM Pacific time to log in and begin 
my workday by 4 AM (7 AM East Coast Time). At noon 
Pacific time, I was finished with my job and would head to 
the Lancair factory to work a “second shift” on my aircraft. 
I would work on my Legacy until about 8:30 each night, at 
which point I would head back to the hotel and sleep from 
about 9 PM until 3AM and begin the routine again. This 
schedule was grueling, but it allowed me to work on my 
plane while not taking time off from work.

     Following the final week of builders assist, Lancair asked 
to exhibit my project at the Oshkosh show 2004 as an 
example of what 4 weeks of builders assist can accomplish. 
Of course I agreed. After all, I would then only have to 
truck my aircraft 1500 miles from Oshkosh to Connecti-
cut instead of the 3000 or so miles from Redmond.  In the 
ensuing years, I moved to a new home, lost my father, and 
changed careers. There were periods of time when progress 
on my Legacy came to a halt. (Continued Page 46)
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(Continued from Page 44) However, I never lost confi-
dence that I would finish it. The First flight took place 

August 15th, 2009.

     There were a number of principles and themes 
that guided me throughout this project. I did my 
best to share this extraordinary experience with 
all who were interested. I always welcomed the 
participation of others who expressed interest, 
but who may have lacked the time, resources, 
or opportunity to embark on such a mag-
nificent undertaking. I organized frequent 
gatherings and seminars at my home where 
pilots from my EAA chapter as well as The 
Oxford Flying Club were invited to learn 

about aspects of the build.  I also welcomed 
collaboration and integration of knowledge 

and expertise from those who had built 
aircraft or possessed other skills. In the end, I 
would say that there was a relentless desire to 

pursue excellence. When I first started building 
my Legacy, my goal was ONLY to build a safe 

and reliable aircraft. As time passed and my in-
vestment in the project grew,  I realized that I may 

never go down this road again. So I challenged 
myself to do everything to the highest standard, 

never settling for mediocrity.   Beginning with my 
first meeting with Jabe back in 2003, I had the good 

fortune to be introduced to some of the most talented 
individuals in the sport. These included: my EAA 
Technical counselor and Designated Airworthiness 
Representative Joe Gauther, Bruce Staubley, who owns 
and operates Simsbury Precision Products. Bruce 
helped me manufacture many custom parts. The 
Lancair family, who was always available to provide 
technical support. Finally, my thoughts and fond 
memories of my late father, whom I lost during the 
building of Legacy N26XY, were a driving force for 
me throughout the build. I wanted to immortalize the 
lessons he exemplified throughout my life:  

• To always strive to do my best in whatever it was I 
was doing.        
• To both work hard AND  play hard  
• To collaborate and invite exchange of ideas
with others  
• To be generous and thoughtful with others 
• The value of learning and developing patience.   
  
My dad’s concern for safety prevented him, at first, 
from fully embracing my interest in flying and build-
ing my own aircraft. However, he always encouraged 
my interest in aviation and engineering from the time 
he bought me my first radio control system at age 13. 
I only wish he was around today to fly beside me in 
N26XY!
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Arborist# S-5765

PROSPECT, CT   203-758-0261
EdTheTreeman.com maryann@edthetreeman.com 

Simsbury Airport is a public use airport yet it receives no 
local, state or federal funding of any kind. Not a single 

one of your tax dollars has ever gone to keeping this airport 
open. So, how is the airport funded? From aircraft tiedown 
fees, subleasing office space and selling fuel; but even those 
sources are not adequate to cover operational costs. So how 
do we stay financially viable? The Simsbury Fly-In and Car 
show is the major factor in making ends meet. Whether you 
buy a t-shirt, make a donation at the gate, eat a burger or 
volunteer your time, you’re helping preserve a vital transpor-
tation link and a tremendous resource for your local commu-
nity. All the money raised here will go towards keeping the 
airport operating.

 None of the Simsbury Flying Club board members 
receive compensation of any kind. We do this because we 
love aviation, the Simsbury Airport and the freedom of flight. 
We hope you get to experience some of that magic at this 
event today. If you have any questions, just find anyone with 
a bright yellow shirt that 
says “EVENT STAFF” and 
we’ll be happy to help you. 
Thanks again for visiting and 
we hope you’ll come again 
next September!

WHERE THE DONATIONS GO
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introducing

Learn about this fifth generation Cirrus from the 
engineering team that took the compromise out of flying. 

 Unparalleled Safety
Unmatched Capability

Unrelenting innovation
Unbridled performanCe

Uncompromised verSatility
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get the whole story
cirrusaircraft.com/innovation

Trent Thorson
Stress Engineer

and Analyst


